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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

Noms géographiques et patrimoine culturel

Chers Collégues,
epuis1987 au moins, En attendant, la présente livraison de nBuwéetin fait un pas
nous avons reconn de cOté en envisageant les noms géographiques, non pas en tant
«les noms que patrimoine culturel en eurémes, mais en tant que
géographiques en tan moyens ddéen pr ®server déautre
gubd®l ®ment s S ! % ‘ grrofonde solidarité des différents éléments du patrimoine
patrimoine  culturel  des T culturel, dant la notion méme les unit en un tout cohérent. Dans
nations» (1987/V/6, notre propre domaine, nous pouvons expérimenter combien les
2002/ VviIilL11/] 9, E n noms géographiques sont solidaires des langues dans lesquelles
2007, nous avons plus ils sont empgllosy ®&s, s omtmee ngpdr unt
précisément évoqué Il& comme nous | édavons d®] " reconn
fragilité des noms (1967/1/4,1977111/19).
g®ographiques
que lanécessitéle sensibiliser On peut prévoir que ces questions seront de nouveau discutées
le public en faisant ressortif a notre prochaine session, qui se tiendra du 28 avrilragi2
| 6®I ®ment ftoponymieo dans I2@5 a New York sur le theme«Faire progresser la
convention de 2003. La part hdmal@ibn ded nofh$ gébgPaphifes é)e@ des sblfighd f o
de sensibilisation et a la protection des noms geographiquesiaclusives, culturellement informées et fondées sur des données
été considérée comme un élémeditidmp or t anc e Pprobdhted Solr asbuenir le développement durabld.e
(compte rendu de la FXConférence, 83). Conformément & prgsentBulletin contribue donc & la préparer, comme nos

'6avis exprim® en s®ance pagroupedde fra@dd, M diAsibhs@tVdus exfefs, dte8 ik & C C
nous avons alors estimé que les toponymes relévent bien du |e fajre

patrimoineculturelimmatériel» (2007/1X/4).

Précisons que les résumés sont attendus pour le 17 janvier

Enfin, par notre r gl ement etlefigasitsicompléts pdlifle 1Znfakdds | 8ECOSOC
assigne au GENUNG, parmi ses « buts premiers », « de

souligner, conformément a la Charte des Nations Unies et dans
l e respect de | 6®galit® des |l angues, | 6i mportance des n
g®ogr aphi gu émentedu pdrienoirte higanifuedt pjcrre Jaillard (France)

cul tur el et de | 6identit® d@ﬁésid’%rﬁdu'GEl\iUNG e
Mél: pierre@jaillard.net

Plus encore, cette derniére résolutioneneourage les
organisme®fficiels en charge de la toponymie

(a) A recenser les toponymes répondant aux critéres
déapplication de |l a Convention pour |l a sauvegarde du
patrimoine culturel immatériel
(b) A en faire proposer la reconnaissance au Haut Comité créé
par la Convention
(c) A élaborer un programme de sauvegarde et de promotion
de ce patrimoine au sens des articles 2 (3) et 18 de la
Convention;
(dé en engager lkaémicee jemrjucredéa nda ®t®
suivi par aucun des 183 Etats parties & la Convention. Mais
la question a de nouveau été évoquée avec des membres
de | 6UNESCO, et des pistes ont ®t® envisag®es pour mettr
cet encouragement en application. |l serait souhaitatele qu
notre groupe de travail sur les noms géographiques en tant
gue patrimoine culturel sben saisisse, et cela pourrai
constituer un élément de sa relance.
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Geographical names and cultural heritage

Dear Colleagues,

ince 1987 at least, weq
have recognized
"geographical names aj

significant elements of
the cultural heritage of
nations" (1987/V/6,
2002/VI/9, 2012/X/3...). In
2007, we specifically
mentioned "the fragility of
geographical names and t
need to raise publ@wareness
by highlighting toponymy
within the 2003 Convention.
UNESCO participation in

In the meantime, this issue of oBulletin takes a step to the
side by looking at geographical names, not as cultural heritage
in themselves, but as a means of preserving other elements of
it. It shows the deep solidarity between the different elements
of cultural heritage, whose very notion usitthem into a
coherent whole. In our own field, we can experience the extent
to which geographical names are integral to the languages in
which they are used, even if they are borrowed from elsewhere,
as we have leeady recognized in the case of declensions
(2967/1/4, 1977/111/19).

We can expect these questions to be discussed again at our next
session, to be held from 28 April to 2 May 2025 in New York
on t h e Advidnenggeographical names standardization
through inclusive, culturalynformed and evideneeased
solutions to support sustainable developroent Bulletis

raising awareness, and its support for the protection ofwill therefore help to prepare the ground, as our Working
geographical names, were seen to be of paramount importanc&roups, Divisions and you, the experts, are invited to do
(report of the 1Xth Conference,48). In line with the opinion

expressed during the meeting by the UNESCO representativeRlease note that summaries are due on 17 January and full
we then "recognized that toponyms are indeed part of theocuments on 10 March 2025

intangible cultural heritage" (2007/1X/4).

Finally, under our 2018 rules of procedure, ECOSOC assigns
to UNGEGN, as one of its "basic aims", "to emphasize, inpijerre Jaillard (France)
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, respect foChair, UNGEGN

equality among languages and the significance of geographicamail: pierre @jaillard.net
names as parf the historical and cultural heritage and identity

of nations."

Furthermore,this resolution "encourages the official bodies
responsible for toponymy to:

(a) Identify toponyms that meet the criteria for application of
the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage;

(b) Submit them to the Committee set up by the Convention,
for approval;

(c) Prepare a programme to safeguard and develop that
heritage in accordance with articles 2, paragraph 3, and 18
of the Convention;

(d) Start implementing it." To date, this has not been done by
any of the 183 States parties to the Convention. But the
issue has been raised again with members of UNESCO,
and ways have been explored to put this encouragement
into practice. It would be desirkfor our Working Group
on Geographical Names as Cultural Heritage to take this
up, and this could be one element in its revival.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARIAT

Dear UNGEGN Experts,

fiThe role of geographical names in preserving cultural example on the use of artificial intelligence for historical name

her i titprpwdés.an update on preparations for the processing. There are #w articles from the Baltic, East Central
2025 UNGEGN session and covers the usual featured settions and SoutkEast Europe and Romadhtellenic Divisions, one
from the countries, divisions, working groups and special from the Working Group on Funding and Training Courses in

The 68hissue of the UNGEGN Bulletin features the theme Norwegian Case StudyThe paper showcases a practical

projects and news items. Toponymy and three contributions to the special projects and
news items sections. One is a cabtpport the Working Group
Featured Theme on Romanization Systems, the other is a call for expressions of

Twenty issues ago, Bulletin 48 of May 2015 featured a similar interest for sponsorship to participate in the 2025 session and an
theme to this curr enGeogiashial e, updute bnate UNGESNNSGGIMIlIaboradive project

names as cultural heritage The theme remains relevant today

as it was ningearsago, as cultural heritage is a living concept Preparing for the 2025 UNGES&S&ion

that will forever need to be understood, respected and preservedThe 2025/fourth session of UNGEGN will be convened from the 28

| will not delve into to the meaning and value of geographical April to the 2 May 2025, in conference room three, at the UN
names and cultural heritage or detail the supporting United Headquarterin New York, United States, and will be-frerson only.

Nations resolutionfrom UNCSGN and UNESCO, as these are The note verbale iEnglish Frenchand Spanish announcing the
adequately adessed in many articles. For a comprehensive Nolding of the 2025 session was issued to all Permanent Missions

overview of the works done and issues surrounding the theme, 11 the UN in New York on 25November 2024. Announcement

suggest that you r edle roRed e rletteSotp Mgmper Stgtesand; Phservegs will be issued in
geographical names in preserving cultural heritage. UNGEGN's Décember 2024 via thgeoinfo_unsetesa@un.orgmail. All
and other activities in clnos elpforgaton; on fhe g025 segsion, wilk Resagcessigle enptheg
support of the theme, 20 articles were received from 18 countries YNGEGN 20255ession wesite

and one international organisation. These contributors were
from Armenia, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Cyprus, Denmark,
Egypt, Iceland, ICOS, Jordanatvia, Luxembourg, Malaysia,
Mozambique, New Zealand, Oman, Russian Federation,
Slovenia and South Africa. They provide a rich mixture of
cultural heritage practices, examples and challenges, all worth
of reading. However, | ask for your forgiveness aml sticking

my foot out on the limb to share with you that | enjoyed reading
contributions from Denmark, Iceland, ICOS, Latvia,
Luxembourg, Mozambique, and New Zealand. Should you also
enjoy reading the ones | have selected please do let me know

As you may be aware the work item on geographical names &~ _ _ _ .
cultural heritage has been in abeyance and efforts are beingnr~ UNGEGN 2023 Sessiddpening remarks being delivered by ASC
to revitalize this important work. The featured theme in this iss Navid Hanif, DESA

is one of the initiativegakento revitalize the work item. As you

read the 20 themed articles, | suggest that you reflect on Whatlmportant Dates to Note

work items are being done or could be done by your national |, yrenaration for the session, we are kindly asking you to note
names authority/body in support of advancing the preservation e foliowing dates, for the submission of documents (country

of cultural heritage using geaphical names. In doing so pée reports, divisional reports, and technical papers)
take into considerationStrategy 4: Culture, heritage and

language recognitioas detailed in theENGEGN Strategic Plan
20212029 and in particular strategy 4.iv, that recommends | 1 The edeleGATE portal will be opened o024 February
contributing to building technical capabilities, such as 2025to begin accepting registration

developing guidelines, legislation, communication tools and |  Summary Reportsare due or17 January 2025
databases to enhance culture, heritage and language recognitior] 1 Full Reports are due ori0March 2025

Included in this issue are seven country contributions from
Canada, Croatia, Indonesia, Iran, Jordan, Malagsidh Norway. . .
For readers who are interested in innovative approaches and" SUPPort of the preparation of your summaries reports we

artificial intelligence, | suggest a mustad article from Peder ~ nave provided summary and report templates and examples of
Gammeltoft, Norway, orArtificial Intelligence in Evidence final paragraphs for technical reports. These are accessible under

Based Standardization of Historical Geographical Names: A theOther Documents tabn the 2025 session pages.
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Theme for the Session General information on session logistics, meeting rooms, hotel

The theme for the session Aglvancing geographical names  accommodation, visas and other matters will be provided in the
standardization through inclusive, culturaljnformed and NEW YORK RESOURCE GUIDE. Please visit the UNGEGN

evidencebased solutions to support sustainatidevelopment. ~ Website in January for the Resource Guide and updates regarding
UNGEGNG6s biennial theme conf Brepafationg  forh the e3025Koyrth  gessione mYNGEGN
resolution 70/1, which called for ECOSOC ing@vernmental representatives are encouraged to monitor the 2025 session

bodies and forums to reflect the integrated nature of the Webpages for updates on preparatory activities, also to begin
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as well as the Preparing your technical papers and organizing your travel and
interlinkages between them. T2@25 theme was therefore hotel. The Secretariats committed to keeping members
created based on ECOSOC6s S Ddnfoimgd gaemogality, orgapization argl speeRaeation ofnthe
sustainable, inclusive, sciena@nd evidencéased solutions for ~ Session over the next months in a transparent manner.

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and its

Sustainable Development Goals for leaving n o n e be tplngodn(g.UNGEGN A_Ct'_v't'es )
which focuses on the review of SDG goals 3, 5, 8, 14 and 17. The objective of the Bulletin is to keep you informed on the work

Therefore, governments in preparing their technical papers are®f the Group of Experts. We therefore kindly ask you to help us
encouraged to consider featuring the theme of the session.2chieve this by completing the following contact information
However, the submission of documents focusing on general form. The UNGEGN contact information for national
issues and challenges of geographical names standardization ang€2draphical names authoritidhe information collected from

UNGEGNo6s programme of work i sthisfqma will be ysedto ypdatpdhg Group of Experts contact
database. We thank all our contributors to this issue, and to

Special Presentations and National Dialogue Andreas Hadijiraftis of Cyprus for designing the front page. Your
We will also continue the practice ohaking special comments on this issue and conttibn to the next Bulletin,
presentationwhich featue currenttopical technical issues, n"umber 69, to be circul afhed i

use of artificial intelligence in the standardization of

which will be delivered over the days of the session. Your _ R
geogr aphi areanelcomedme s 6

suggestions for such presentations are welcomed.

The approach to delivering National Reports used at thePlease circulate the bulletin among your colleagues and
2023 session will be continuedMember State other toponymic enthusiasts. To receive issues of the
representatives whsubmitnational reportsinder agenda ~ Bulletin you may register athttps://rb.gy/pgnvog
item 4a,Reports: Governments on the situation in their Remember to tweet your geographical names activities
countries and on the progress made in the standardization @UNSD_GEGN
of geographical namewiill be invited to participate in the
national dialogue. The objective is to share national
experiences for knowledge enrlch_ment and to_ aSS|st_UNGEGN Secretariat
Member States who may be addressing the same issues, 1Brail-

. . g mail: blakel@un.org
an interactive antleneficial manner.

Cecille Blake

The Information Bulletin of the United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Ndaregerly UNGEGN Newsletter) is issued twice a year by
Secretariat of the Group of Experts. The Secretariat is served by the Statistics Division (UNSD), Department for Eatbi&wuial dffairs (DESA),
Secretariat of the United Nations. Contrilbag and reports received from the Experts of the Group, its Linguistic/Geographical Divisions and its V
Groups are reviewed and edited jointly by the Secretariath@ndNGEGN Working Group on Publicity and Funding. Contributions for the Informe
Bulletin can only be considered when they are made available digitally in Microsoft Word or compatible format. They sbeniddbthe following
address:

Secretariat of the Group of Experts on Geographical Names (UNGEGN)
Room DC21641B

United Nations

New York, NY 10017 ,USA

Tel: (212) 9635823

Email: blakel@un.org geoinfo_unsd@un.org

United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Names Information Bulletin (ISSN798)4s published by United Nations Statistics Divisic
Department of Economic and Social Affairs. The designations employetepcesentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expres
of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of anyrcibomytrgjtieor area, or of its
authorities or cocerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Previous issues of the Bulletin (formerly Newsletter) can be fouhtdt://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/pubs
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Theme: The Role of Geographical Names in Preserving Cidenitdge

The Rolef Geographical Names In The Preseraticuitural Heritage
(Armeniq

ultural heritage contains both tangible and intangiblen i nt er esti ng aspect of Ar
(spiritual) valuesand plays an important role in of Tukh Manuk.In addition to their religious role, Tukh
preserving and developing a peopldentity, while Manuk chapels also have a valuable historical significance,
also contributing to world civilization. because they are all built indiscriminately on #iies of
agan shrines and other sanctuaries and are indicators of the

Therefore, cultural heritage is one of the forms Oilstribution of the pagan Armenian population.

consolidating and transmitting the common material an

norrmaterial (spiritual) experiences of _m_ankind. It includeg, important part of the cultural heritage of the Armenian
components such as language, traditionsals customs, hegple includes astronyms. Since ancient times, various
holidays, memorable dates, folklore, folk art and Craﬁﬁeoples have hamedeseven days of the week after cosmic

worksof art, museum, archive and library fundsllections ob#ects known at that time, with the following combination:
manuscripts, letters, personal archives, monuments o

architecture, science and art, plaques, buildings, landmarks Yerevak(Saturn)- the first day, Saturday
among other evidence of the historical past. Aregak (Sun} the second day, Sunday

] ) ] ) Lusin (Moon)- the third day, Monday
Immovable objects of cultural heritage (historical and Hrat (Mars)- the fourth day, Tuesday
cultural monuments) form itmaterialbasis, which in turn Paylatsu (Mercury) the fifth day,
shapes the unique national environment. Wednesday

Lusntag (Jupiten) the sixth day, Thursday

Cultural heritagealsoincludes geographical names, which Lusaber Lusaber (Venusjhe seventh day

have a key role in protecting thrld'scultural and natural
heritage.

The fact that toponyms have an important role in preservifjif ancestorsalso had their own names for the
the historicalmemory and identity of peoples has beerfonstellations:
observed as early as the Middle Ages, as evidenced by

Friday

Hardagoghi chanaparh

numerous manuscripts and maps. (Straw Trace) Milky Way

Many experts regard hydrographic toponyms of great value. Hayk - Orion

Hydronyms, which are ancient toponyms, help to locate Vahagn- Hercules

ancestral populations withreateraccuracy and, in some Yot sanamor astgheiUrsa
cases, provide insights into its public order, economic Major

existence, and customs etc. Hask- Virgo

The multilayered nature of hydronyms is worth noting, Gampr- Canis Major

particularly the worship of water spirits and deities from _ _ o

early antiquity. This was reflected both in the name of tpeituated in the cradle of ancient world civilizations, many of
river Akhurean (now Akhuryan) and the name of th&f méni aos toponyms were in
settlement of the stele Akhurian(Akh-ur-ian<akh cultures. Theetymologyof some of Ar me
"water"+ur "son of *). This is also mirrored in the charactéiettlements has become a subject of academic research and

ofthefairyt al e Okhai / Ukhai (HePR®: *w2 / *E2: "source").

It is impossibleto overestimate the role of hydronyms if2ne of the prominent examples of Armenian toponym
human civilization, both in spiritual and material life. Th&tymology is the name of the capital, Yerevan. Various
presence of large settlements and religious structures aldpgeries have begmoposedegarding its origin. Renowned

rivers is vivid evidence of this. The same phenomenon @&rman philologist and Armenologist Johann Heinrich
observed in Armenia. Hubschmann proposed that the name originates from the

Ar meni an verb erewi m/ er ewec
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certaindo or fAto appear, 0 [ghesabovebdntonettdponkrsade ah msepatatde paroof k
Noahds Ark coming to r esttheesuituraMeritagetof thrneeniaampeople,seflettimgthei z i
the appearance of dry land. The widely accepted theaniyilizational presence oArmeniansin the region since
today traces the name back to the-&htury BC Urartian ancient times.

fortress of Erebuni or fiuni (Salvini, 1969; Arutyunyan and . _

Oganesyan, 1970, Schmitt, 1990), founded by Urartu kikdferature list

Argishti | (827 BG 764 BC). According to the theory, over

time the population of Erebuni may have left the castle dﬂe ?A?;exlfalig%an, Araratyan - mythology.  Yerevan,

to anearthquaker other disaster, moving amother place ' )
nearby, taking the name "Erebuni”" with them. The name
was later phonetically changed, as elements of the Urartian
language mixed with Armeniamnd the name eventually
turned into Yerevan (Erebuni>Erevani>Erevan>Yereva
(RBN>RVN). In the Urartian cuneiform inscription, V is
reported by B, and O by U. In Urartian, the vowel at the erﬂj N.

J.H. Hibschmanmie altarmenischen Ortsnamen. Mit
Beitragen zur historischen Topographie Armeniens und
einerKarte. StraBburg, 1904:

M. Sal vini, fiNeue urar-t @i
bl ur, o0 Orientalia 36, 1967
V. Arutyunyan and K.

of the word sounded weak, as)( there was aimilar urart Sf Ki Ee b n St;jl q9'7g/3' Iz Ev
picture in Armenian, where the final vowel at the end of the Inscriptions rom_ rebuni), - )
q Schmitt, AnDas Ar meni sc

word eventuallydisappeared. '
ydisapp Schulz and M. Gorg, edd.ingua Restituta Orientalis:

The caseof Gyumri, the secondiargest city in the Republic Festgabe fur Julius Assfalyviesbaden, 1990
of Armenia, is similar to that of Yerevan. f Sergey Nersisyan, Starry sky. Yerevan, "Dar", 2000.

The cellars mentioned by Sardur{8th century BC- 735)

were cave repositories and granaries. It is noteworthy thairi Varyan

Grigor Ghapantsyan highlights the presence of the woChiefspecialist

tayr (meaning ficaveod) i n ofGéospatipdataManagentendepartnfent Ku may r i
words "kum" and "gum" Gep@aticCahteraftheCGadaswerComtigee 0 U p 0
suggestindhat the form of Kumayri in theameof Gyumri  of the Republic of Armenia

means a group of people associated with the prehistofimail: yura.varyan@cadastre.am

natural caves of Shirak. Over time, these caves were

modified and used by the ancient Shiraks, both for storing

agricultural products (primarily grainpnd as reliable

shelters. Kumir's equivalent of Kumayr's nomenclature is

recorded c.h. from the beginning of the 13th century. Its

phonetic form, Kumri, has the pronunciation variants

Gyumri, Gumbri, Gyumbri, and Gimri, with Gumri being in

the dialectal fom.

Another example is the toponym of the city of Vardenis,
which is a uniquéridge between Old Armenian (Grabar)
and modern Armenian.

The transparent etymology of Vardenik /s was given by
Hubschmannin his welkknown work dedicated to
toponyms. He concluded that the name is derived from the
plural of the word varden, vardenik, with its Grabar
accusative form being Vardenis.
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The role of geographical names in preserving cultural HAuistmai

ustralian cultural heritage includes over 60,000 years of

human history, starting with First Peoples through to

colonization and migration in more recent times.
Australia has a wealth @ltural history, and this is often shown
through our geographical place names.

Australian members under a government collaboration group
called the Intergovernmental Committee on Surveying and
Mapping (ICSM), the Place Names Working Group (PNWG) T
have a focus on geographical place naming and continue to
support UNCSGN Resolutiondll/9 7 Geographical names as
cultural heritage and X/3 -Criteria for establishing and
evaluating the nature of geographical names as cultural
heritage.

Additionally, preserving our cultural heritage is of importance to
the following UNGEGN resolutions:

1 Resolution V/22 Aboriginal/native geographical names

1 Resolution VIII/1 Promotion of minority group and T
indigenous geographical names

1 Resolution 1X/5 Promotion of the recording and use of
indigenous minority and regional language group
geographical names

These ar e i mportant resolutio

shared cultural history. Through geographical place naming
(naming) we play a role in educating and reducing community

named. The theme may include people, places, flora, fauna,
or things relevant and important to the history of Australia.
Some people commemorated in street names are well known,
while others made their mark as quiet achievdige
historical research undertaken by ACT Place Names unit
makes an important contribution to the commemoration of
Australian history. The researatecognizesdiverse and
inclusive communities, both locally and nationally.

Western Australia policy®: The benefits of recording and
preserving geographical names are associated with the past,
presentand future of a community. They form an integral
part of personal identity by defining where people were born,
live, have livedand where their ancestors came frdrhey

also serve the lonterm interests of the community by
identifying, protectingand reflecting its culture, heritage
and landscape. This applies to all nomenclature (within
Western Australia).

New South Wales policy (NSW) % : The (NSW)
Geographical Names Board is committeddgoognizingour
Aboriginal cultural heritage by registering place names given
by Aboriginal people, allowing them to be assigned as
geographical names alone or used alongside existing non
Aboriginal namesNames associated with the heritage of an
8réa ard\ehdordyed, Bshedillly thethéinies ofRarl§ dxplorets)
settlers, naturalistend significant events.

bias towards minority groups, which in turn promotes communitylt is clear from the policies highlighted above that members of the
cohesion and drmony. Within Australiathepromotion of our ~ PNWG continue to support, promeotnd celebrate our cultural
cultural heritage through naming is supported by nationalheritage through namingd.he casestudies below highlight this
principles and local jurisdictional policies and regulations. work.

The PNWG Terms of Referencetatet h at i tfacildatems Neawdsoufh Wales case studyNames we give our geographical
preservation of the heritage and cultural significance of placefeatures should reflect the diversity of our communities. Thirty

names . | n addition, the Austr aperteatf80%) 6frthie populafion e sNSW wvere Horn everseasn s
use of place nam& (whi ch is being achoweve |vgry fee vaffieialye dspignedc mamesr reflect the
t he i mp or tAhoniginal ara fTorr@séStrait Islander multicultural nature of our communities.

culture and heritage in areas Australiao.

throughout

On a Jurisdictional (State and Territory) level, various processes
andpolicies(see associated footnotes) are in place to encourage
naming which supports cultural heritage, a few statements
explaining the importance of cultural history are provided as
follows:

Little
Portugal

1 Australian Capital Territory process? Place naming is an '——’ G&gﬂﬁe
integr al part of the Aust r a\Calés _ ( A
history. Most suburbs are named after notable Australians Vilélttg: -
who have contributed to the existence of Australia as a
nation. Most suburbs have a theme by which streets are
1 3 https://www.landgate.wa.gov.au/siteassets/documents/loeddian

https://www.icsm.gov.au/sites/default/files/consistent_place_names_pr@ndservices/placeamesandaddressing/1574eographienames
nciples.pdf policiesv3-novembe2020.pdf
4

2 https://www.planning.act.gov.au/community/platemes/place
nameprocesses

https://www.gnb.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf file/0017/220148/GNB

Place Naming_Policy.pdf
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As part of a local government area in Inner Watney efforts
to recognize the significant social, culturaland economic
contributions of migrant communities living in theea, a series

feminist, educationist and writer, alongside William Guthrie
Spence (184i61926), trade unionist and politician, after whom
the suburb was first named in 1972.

of 6Little Villagebé precincts were officially con
with local businesses, cultural ambassagdams communities. Western Australian case study A
reconciliation, truth telling, and
Community feedback strongly supported the move to reflect, Aboriginal revival project calle®lace
through the naming of precincts, the enormous impact that theslames Maalivas launched in Octobe
migrant communities have had on the area. 2024. fj. This includes an interactiv{
o online Aboriginal place names stor}
Victoria case study Here are two examples that celebrate femalemap for the City of Swan and a videé‘v
cultural history. outlining theimportance of Aboriginal |
(1) Warrior Women Lanenamed p!ace na'm'ing. To view the map A
in honour of Lisa Belleari a video, visit the Landgate vyebsﬂ :
Minjungbul, Goernpil, Noonuccal www.Iandqatg.wa.qov.au/locatlon . -
and South Sea Islander woma dataandservices/place@mamesandaddressing/aboriginadlace
from Minjerribah who was born in namjnq{/vww.Iandqate.wa.qov.aq/locatim‘.at'aand '
Melbourne  (Naarm i  the services/plac@mamesandaddressing/aborigingdlacenaming/
Wurundjeri name for Melbourne) ) )
and died in 2006 at the age of 4! Image: Joe Collard, Biboolmirn Nyoongaran
Lisa was arolific activist, and member of Maali miy
photographer, broadcaster, poet, feminist, politician, comedian,
academic and performéra life worthy of commemoration.
(2) Eleanor Lucas a founder of  In conclusion Australia continues to comply with arsiipport
the textile company Lucas and Co UNGEGNGs resolutions and prin

heritage. Geographical place naming is one of the important ways
in which Australia, industryand our communities can work

together to preserve our cultural heritage to ensure current and
future generations understand the importance of our shared

vialues land gulises. t i n

Using naming to celebrate cultural heritage supports diversity and
inclusion which is essential for creating safe, liveghiel equal
societies. Australia has a rich history of incredible and diverse
é)seople who have shaped many sectors including academia,
agriculture, arts, business, industry, medicine, politics, sport, and
everything in between.

- has asuburb in Ballarat named
after her All the streets within the
suburb of Lucas are named after
ANZAC veterans in recognition of
her company®os i
planting 1,000 trees in honour of
the men and women who enlisted
for service during World War One.
The suburb of Lucas provides a strong linktheplace and
commemorates Eleanor and the work she and her employe
undertook.

Victoria has a campaign in place to support the governmen
initiative of Our equal stateOver the next 3 yearthere will be
more than 6,000 new places to name in Victoria. To ensure the
names honor the people who helped make our communitie&
thriving places,nominationsare encouraged, particularly for
individuals from underepresented groups, including women,
First Peoplesand multicultural communities. Nominations will Rafe Benli

be added to a council name bank, to be considered when namiriggam Leader Geographic Names Victoria

Il’he challenge is, ensuring that this diversity in cultural heritage
ga represented in the names we encounter throughout Australia
nd the world we live in.

places, including new streets, parks, community facilitesl
buildings This initiative will further preserve our cultural hisyo
engage.vic.gov.au/nangeplace

Australian Capital Territory
case study A great example of co
naming a place to better reflect ours
culture and diversity is the !
retrospective caaming of the
suburb of Spence. It was amended
in 2023 to honour Catherine Helen
Spence (18251910), social and

political  reformer, journalist,

Preserving culture and protectimgpmmunities
Planning & Land ServicesLand Use Victoria
Chair Place Names Working Group, ICSM
Member Address Working Group, ICSM
Department of Transport and Planning
Email: rafe.benli@transport.vic.gov.au
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The Importance of Field Colleatiigeographical Names for the Preservatic
of Cultural HeritagBrazi)

eographical names may often be considereda name, one that preserves its origins, and the valuable
Al inguistic fossilso, brdormatiorshat a samenrmay ¢toataine e xi st ed f
millennia, providing references for us to move _ o
around in our daily lives. Although this seemsbotheir ~ These are the stories of our origins, of our culture, the
most obvious role, geographical names also have a far mofdories geographical names hold and that a careful survey
interesting aspect: they bear witness to the life and times dghayreveal Many of these stories can only be found in what

those who created and used therand of those who | S known as fedpeessiprusédrtarefer too ,
continue to do so today. areas that are less wéthown,representingnore authentic

and traditional aspects of Brazilian culture, as well as rural
Geographical names can offer us information about ther remote areas of the country.
environment, migrations, economic activities, language,

religious beliefs and values of a place and the people whBrazil is a huge country and one of contrasts. There are
dealt, or deal with, these names. large, modern, urban centers with abundant resources and

services, alongside small villages that often lack even basic
Geographical names are often the sole guardians dfervices. There are large densgbpulated areas and tiny,
traditions, or of an almost forgotten language, or may be tholated groups dfouses, in the middle of the forest or the
witness to the existence of an endangered species of plag¢rubland. Access to information and education also varies
or animal once abundant in the place they name. This is thgreatly, and there are sharp economic inequalities not only

case ofPedra do Banquete (Banquet Storeejnountain in - across different regions of the country but also among
the State of Rio de Janeiro, whose name tells a sad story pidividuals, both in terms of wealth duimcome.

the times of slavery in Brazil. At the top of the mountain,

rebellious slaves who had fled and killed their overseer heldigital exclusion in Brazil affects 22.4 million people,
a banquet, after which they chose to puwif the cliff mostly people over 60 years old, Afdescendants and
together rather than be recaptured alive. Another examplpeople with low incomes and low education levels,
is the namelgaracy, a municipality in the State of according to thePesquisa Nacional por Amostra de
Pernambuco, which derives directly from an expression ifdomicilios  Continua 2023 (Continuous  National
the old indigenous languadeipi. ygarusy formed by the  Household Sample Survey 2023)onducted by the IBGE.
words ygara (canoe) andusu (big) ®. This was the According to the same survey, 43.5% of the affected
i ndi genous vaoabjdctthabwas new th thegnopopulation lacks the digital skills needed to access the
-, and depicts the first encounters between the natives ardternet.

the Europeans. _ _
In this context, the collection of names through methods

In Brazil, the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statisticsthat do not involve fieldwork, especially by digital

i IBGE is an important reference for the use ofcrowdsourcing, can pose a threat to gathering
geographical names in the country, in the absence of @omprehensive and accurate sets of national geographical
National Names Authority. The Geographical Namesnames.

Department, part of the Coordination air@graphy within o . _

the Directorate of Geosciences, contributes to thdf, on the one hand, digital crowdsourcing projects such as
i nstituti opodrayingBragilsith iaformatidn g Elickr Commonsucce_eded in contrlbutl_ng enormously_to
which allows understanding the reality of the country andcultural heritage and history, the collection of geographical
exercising® Tois isiachieved byi caréfully hames using this method may not always show g.uc'h
collecting the stories behind tlypographicahames, the succe;sful results in oth(_er countries or arc_eas._Thls IS
ones that motivate them. These stories provide crucig#SPecially true when the intention is to gathestorical
information for the choice of the most appropriate form ofinformation on place names or promote minority names. In

5 text=A%20miss%C3%A30%20institucional%20d0%20IBGE,cidad%C
https://www.scielo.br/j/bgoeldi/a/sWBMy5cG3KHgHr8v5N7TQQ/?fo  3%A30s%20residentes%20n0%20pa%C3%ADs%20v)\aaress to
rmat=pdf access to the website in October 2024 the website in October 2024 o

6 7 https://www.ibge.gov.br/estatisticas/sociais/populacao/ 1 2ot

https://www.abc.gov.br/training/informacoes/Instituicaol BGE.aspx#:~: coortltigua;(;r;ll?edica0=40866&t:resuItadascess to the website in
ctober
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such cases, crowdsourcing projects often fail to reach th& h e l aunch of | BGEG6 s Ma n u e
most suitable volunteers, such as elderly people who magseographical Names in July 2023 is expected to make these
lack digital skillsi or are often uninterested in dealing with partnerships possible, by providing common ground for
digital technologyi and/or those people without access tofield surveys carried out both by the IBGE and educational
such technologyln these cases, fieldwork is the mosti nst i t ut es . T h epbysatneupadl ipnrsotwvi
efficient way to reach these informants. for a methodology that has been validated through several
years of field activities by IBGE surveyors. This tool will

At the same time, itis important to aCknOWIedge the hlgha"OW the methodo|ogy to be passed on to partner
costs, and the large amount of time involved in fieldworkeducational institutions, enabling the data collected by

operations, which can make it difficult, or even impossible,theseinstitutionsto contribute to the processing of names
for national institutions responsible for collecting in the IBGE database.

geographical names to exge.
o _ The project also includes training agdidance, offered by
To reduce this impact, the Geographical Nameshe |BGE to partner institutions, which aims to publish a

Department of the Coordination of Cartography at themore precise set of geographical names that truly represent
IBGE, in allgnment with Strategy 2 OUNGEGN®S fhe Brazilian people_

Strategic Plan and Program of Work, is developing a

project which seeks to establish partnerships with

educational institutions, such as schools and universities, as

an additional means to obtain information aboutAna Cristina da Rocha Bérenger Resende

geographical names where crowdsourcingy nmmt be  Head of Geographical Names Department,

successfully implemented. Brazilian Institute of Geography and StatisticBGE
Email: ana.resende@ibge.gov.br
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Canada'éctivitiesSupporting Geographical Names as Cultural Heritag

geographical names that are rooted in Indigenousnembers coordinate efforts to ensure that geographical

languages. The name of the country is likely derivednames are consistently managed. The GNBSupported
from t he wor dVenid @ anatheal@quoiam by b Becretariat provided by Natural Resources Canada, a
languageme ani ng Avil |l ageodo or degadnentlok three Governinentl o €anada. nThevesis a
P e o pl esténding oetatpnship with the land has renewed focus in the GNBC on supporting Indigenous
shaped their cultures, languages and place names since tigeographical names and ensuring that the Indigenous
immemorial. Indigenous place names have the power ttanguages that are rooted in these place esarare
communicate Indigenous worldviews inclugitraditional  respectfully represented in Canada. Work undertaken by
knowledge of the lands, geography, and natural resourcethe GNBC is guided by Indigenswdvisors, who provide
as well as to preserve language, histories, stories antheir expertise and lived experiences as First Nation, Inuit
teachings. and Métis Peoples.

Canada has a long history of officially recognizing together as a mulfurisdictional national body, GNBC

Officially recognizing Indigenous place names respects anth Canada, close t80,000 official placenames are of
transmits knowledge to future generations. Respectingndigenous origin. These place names reflect the diversity
| ndi genou gight e cepithlizes develop and of Indigenous cultures andanguagesspoken across
transmit their place names aligns with Article 13 of theCanada. For example, wéhown place names like
United Nations Declaration on the Rights of IndigenousNiagara Falls in Ontario and Winnipeg in Manitodie
Peoplesand is a tangible step towards reconciliation byderived from Indigenous languagegWendat or
reconnecting original place names to geographical featureK a n i e n 6 k ® h aand( Qveetespectivély, though
This is vital to nurturing diverse cultural heritage in their current spelling and pronunciation may not accurately
Canada, now and for the future. reflect the original language. These examples and more are
captured in an interactive maptories from the Land:
Although many place names i@anada are rooted in Indigenous Place Names in Canacdgeased by the GNBC
Indigenous languageshistorically many names were in 20109.
ignored, corrupted or replaced through the practices and
policies of colonial settlers, which threateriederasure of ~ Within the Canadian Geographical Names Database, the
Indigenous Peoples, cultures and languagBsis is  standard for use in official base maps, the GNBC
paralleled by the broader issue of Indigenous languageSecretariat has been working to amend and update the 1SO
beingthreatenedaround the world. More than 70 distinct 6393 international language standard to ensure accurate
Indigenous languages are currently spoken across Canadad comprehensive representation of gledious languages
by First Nations people, Métis and Irfuidccording to the  in Canada, and to standardize the collection of languages
UNESCOAt |l as of the Wor |l dalls fohrandigeanaug pglaxe riames. Drain woekris evolving as
Indigenous languages spoken in Canadaconsidered at Indigenous Peoples are reclaiming and revitalizing their
risk. Supported by thindigenous Languages A@019) in  own languages as well as deciding at the community level
Canada and the International Decade of Indigenousheir endonymthe language name as described by that
Languages, the focus is on drawing attention to andndigenous community. This work has resulted pualic
addressing this critical issue, including in the use ofthematic dataseif Indigenous place names containing over
Indigenous place names. 23,000 official place names, with more being added as
these are submitted to the naming authorities by Indigenous
The Geographical Names Board of Canada (GNBE) communities.
Canadabbs nati onal coordinating body responsi bl e f o
standards and policies on place names. The GNBC
comprises federal, provinciahnd territorial departments
and agencies, each with specific authority and
responsibility for their respective jurisdictions. Working

8 First Nations refers to Status, netatus and Treaty Indians; the Métis archives.canada.ca/eng/collection/reseduelp/indigenous
are a postontact Indigenous community that is connected to the fur  heritage/Pages/indigencterminology.aspx#firshations
trade in the area around Red River; and the Inuit are the Indigenous

Peoples originating from the Arctic regior@ourcehttps://library
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incorporated into the Canadian Geographical Names
Database. Users of the database can hear the pronunciation

2029 The aim of this focus group is to support international
promotion and recognition of the significance of
Indigenous place names and support Member States in
1%stablishing, updating or improving their operational
practices and standardization related tdigenous and

To further showcase the role of geographical nhames iﬁnino_rity place names. L-eading up to the 2025 .U.NGEGN
preserving cultural heritage, in 2023, Natural Resource ession, Canada is work_lng to rewt_allze the_: activities of this
Canada and the GNBC released a public exhibit entitled Ifi°CUS 9roup. If you are interested in learning more, please
the Languages of These Lands promoting Indigenous€ach out through dthe email nrcan.geonames
geographical names and languagesdna@la. Displayed on (2PONymes.mcan@canada.ca

large panels, the exhibit consisted of large, colourful an
eyecatching photos of landscapes and locations whic
have official names with origins in 22 Indigenous
languages and dialects. These images were accompanied ; . T
short narrative for each place name, providing the S pport_lndlgenous Peoples by prom_otl_ng the significance
Indigenous language of origin and the meaning, and a Q@f Ind!genous place names .W|th|rCanada_ anq
code linked to additional information including the mternat_lonall_y. The GNBC. IS cont_lnually engaging with
phonetic pronunciation, and where available auolioolomestlc; Indigenous, and international partners to better

recordings of the pronunciations. These panels wer upport communities while they undergo this process.

displayedin a hightraffic location in downtown Ottawa, orking to officially recqgnlze_lndlgenous place_ names
allowing passerby to take a moment to learn about the ensures that future gerations will be able to continue to

diversity of geographic place names in Canada with originé’enem from the wealth of cultural and historical knowledge
in Indigenous languages embedded in Indigenous place names.

. of Innu place names, spoken by Irmimun language
. speakers.

o 7 .' P Canada is one of the many Member States of UNGEGN
p—— &Q N by B 6 3 who are active in supporting the diversity of cultural
i - TR A O . - heritage by revitalizing and recognizing Indigenous place
= % © 00 - ° e Sy names. Canada leadsfacus groupunder UNGEGN on
= 3'.2%:; S i’fo > .' Indigenous and minority language geographical names.
. ‘3.0250."{,3‘)"‘"-3'-.'5"“.: , Sl ot Thisf ocus group seeks to adva
g @O%’-ﬁf;&é'".'-“..:’w 4 : Cul ture, heritage and |
. ety Sl e z UNGEGN Strategic Plan and ProgrammeWbrk 2021

Stories from the Land: Indigenous Place Names in Canada, 20

d . " .

s naming authorities across Canada are working to

officially recognize and revitalize Indigenous place names,
GNBC and Natural Resources Canada will continue to

Preserving cultural heritage is a process that is always
volving and utiliz ri ftools. This incl i - :
evolving and utilizes warietyof tools s includes audio, Kisik Shirt, Steve Westley

recognizing that hearing a namma@nbring a place to life in . .

a manner unlike other method¥he Innu Nation in geoggapglcatl N?mel\j Bogrd of gaéna?hagscreta?at

Labrador has shared over 400 audio files of theirNa;161 ?R entre for Capp:jng/ag ar ts?‘re/:a |or&

geographical names with the GNB@hich has been atural hesources Lanada / bovernment of Lanada
Email: nrcan.geoname®ponymes.rncan@canada.ca
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Les activit®s du Canada =~ | 0
g®ographiqgues en tant gquodo®lI

géographiques issus de langues autochtones depuisfarto mpos e de mi ni st r e proviaciauxd 6 o

longtemps. Le nhom méme du pays vient probablemengt territoriaux, ayant chacun des pouvoirs et des
de «kanatee , un mo t wendat 0 u respdnsahileés particuliers au Iseinndg ueeirs territoires de
iroquoienne qui désigne unvitlage» ou une <ourgade». comp®t ence. Coll aborant ens
Les relations de longue date que les peuples autochtoné@stergouvernemental national, les membres de la CTC
entretiennent avec les terres influencent leurs cultures, leuroordonnent leurs efforts pour assuaegestion uniforme des
langues et leurs toponymes depuis des temps immémoriautoponymes. L& TC est appuyée par un secrétariat fourni par
Les noms de lieux autochtones ont la capacité ddressources naturelles Canada, un ministére du gouvermemen
communiquerles visions dumonde des Autochtones, y du Canada. LETC porte un intérét renouvelé aux noms
compris leur savoitraditionnelsur les terres, la géographieet g ®o gr aphi ques autochtones e
les ressources naturelles, et de protéger leurs langues, lewastochtones dont ils sont issus sont représentées de maniéere
histoires, leurs récits et leurs enseignements. respectueuse au Canada. Le travail d&Ti& est guidé par des

_ o _ conseillers/ conseilleres autochtones, qui apportent leur
La reconnaissance officielle des noms de lieux autochtones egkpertise et leur expérience en tant que membres des

une maniere de respecter ce savoir et de le transmetire apxemigres Nations, Métis ou Inuit.

générations de demain. Leespectdu droit des peuples

autochtones de revitaliser, de développer et de transmettre da1 Canada, il existe prés 860 000 noms de lieux officiels

|l eurs toponymes €18 de labéalardtianr nded o'r ilgbianret iacuteoc ht one. Ces no

des Nations Unies sur les droits des peuples autochteiies des cultures et des langues autochtones présentes au Canada

rétablissement du lien entre les noms de lieux originaux etled t i t r e déshans derfigquk lBen connus comme les

entités géographiques constitue une étape concrete vers Ghutes Niagara en Ontario et Winnipeg au Manitoba

réconciliation.| | sbagit |- d 6 une dpRormienneotdiectementgde languesalitdcle{iregeadatrou

préserver le patrimoine culturel diversifié du Canada, tant e Kani en6k®ha (mohawk) et | ¢

aujourdoéhui que dans | 6 av e ndstrpossible que leur orthographe et leur prononciation
actuelles ne correspondent pas exactement a leur forme dans

Méme si de nhombreux lieux @anada portent un nomissu | e y r l angue dodorigine. Ces

doune | angueaautoechs ote | O hdresdmd i dars Récis €du Nterifdrd &NOms de lieux

noms ont été ignorés, dénaturés ou remplacés en raison d@stochtones au Canadane carte interactive publiée par
pratiques et des politiqgues|aagrCcen203g. en Tuvre par | es colc

représentaient une menace pour les peuples autochtones ainsi
gue pour leurs cultures et leursdmies. Cettesituation est Dans la Base de données toponymiques du Canada, la norme
comparable a la situation générale des langues autochtonesutiliser dans les cartes de base officielles, le Secrétariat de la
gui sont menacées partout dans le monde. Plus Ben@l@es CTC atravaillé a lanodificationet a la mise a jour de la norme
autochtones distinctes sont actuellement parlées a travers liaguistique internationaldSO 639-3, afin de garantir une
Canada par les Premiéres Nations, les Mélesghuif. Selon  représentation correcte et compléte des langues autochtones
| Adlas des langues en danger dans le mahéde | 6 U N E 8ud3@anada et de normaliser la consignation des langues pour
toutes les langues autochtones parlées au Canada sdes noms de lieux autochtones. Ce travail évolue au fur et a
considérées comme étant a risgéppuyé par la_oi surles  mesure que les peuples autochtones se réapprbpet
langues autochtond2019) du Canada et la Décennie revitalisent leurs progs langues et décident, au niveau de la
internationale des |l angues aoammecmawn®,s, dd¢ 6 ladige e cambdlieutss me
| 6attention sur cette gue sdqué désignecparucette eommunaaté autaclhtgne. Ce®rpvailnac
compris en utilisant des noms de lieux autochtones. permis de créer urensemble de données thématiques
publiquessur les noms de lieux autochtones comprenant plus

La Commission de toponymie du Cand@dC) est de 23000noms de lieux officiels, nombre qui continue
| 6organi sme de coordination national charg® des nor mes

I e Canada reconnait officiellement des nomspolitiques en matiére de toponymes canadiens<CT@ se

9 Les Premiéres Nations désignent les Indiens inscrits, les Indiens nonles Inuit sont les peuples autochtones qui habitent les régions arctiques.
inscrits et les Indiens visés par un traité; les Métis forment une Source https://bibliothequ&rchives.canada.ca/fra/collection/aide
communaut ® autochtone qui d®c o u lreeherdhe/patriGanautochtoeiagdséesminblogietmght@ne.aspx e t
associée a la traite des fourrures dans le sedeelarriviere Rouge; et
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https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_F_web.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_F_web.pdf
https://parcs.canada.ca/culture/autochtones-indigenous/noms-de-lieux-place-names
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https://ressources-naturelles.canada.ca/sciences-de-la-terre/geographie/commission-de-toponymie-du-canada/commission-toponymie-canada/9175
https://ressources-naturelles.canada.ca/sciences-de-la-terre/geographie/noms-de-lieux-autochtones/19740
https://cartes.canada.ca/stories/storymap-fr.html?lang=fr&appid=83e6463db5194c33be31f456f2cbd913&appidalt=acbd8457a3fa46df874351e1179ea237
https://cartes.canada.ca/stories/storymap-fr.html?lang=fr&appid=83e6463db5194c33be31f456f2cbd913&appidalt=acbd8457a3fa46df874351e1179ea237
https://cartes.canada.ca/stories/storymap-fr.html?lang=fr&appid=83e6463db5194c33be31f456f2cbd913&appidalt=acbd8457a3fa46df874351e1179ea237
https://ressources-naturelles.canada.ca/donn%C3%A9es-sur-les-noms-de-lieux-autochtones/24318
https://ressources-naturelles.canada.ca/donn%C3%A9es-sur-les-noms-de-lieux-autochtones/24318
https://bibliotheque-archives.canada.ca/fra/collection/aide-recherche/patrimoine-autochtone/Pages/terminologie-autochtone.aspx
https://bibliotheque-archives.canada.ca/fra/collection/aide-recherche/patrimoine-autochtone/Pages/terminologie-autochtone.aspx
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ddaugmenter N mesure que Icentenant ¢tanpnononcatih @ sesa topgoryrods E0@ e s

soumettent de nouveaux homs aux autotd@penymiques. fichiers qui ont été ajoutés dans la Base de données
toponymiques du Canada. Les utilisateurs de la base de
données peuvent donc entendre la prononciation des
toponymes innus de | a-aimonuche

Le Canada est | 6un GENENGaimbr
contribuent activement a la diversité du patrimoine culturel

e’ - par la revitalisation et la reconnaissance des noms de lieux
x| o “% e/ 8 .’ ‘8‘.., autochtones. Le Canada dirige gnoupe de réflexiosur les
o gﬁ"e 3% 13.e °‘ °®X noms géographiques dans les langues autochtones et
° W ° Y, 208 -, oleibnd minoritaires au sein ABGENUNG. Ce groupe de réflexion vise
. on 0 b 528 o % L W " favoriser les progr plandan
. g’@@é o P o Y ":Q.e stratégique et programme de tra2iiP1:-2029 duGENUNG
< o °;, o ..?":2 A o .1 7e IR (en_anglais seulement) en vede la stratégie ™ sur la
3 %oa o ,_ﬁ‘ . ey e reconnaissance de la culture, du patrimoine et des langues. Ce
: v, 8 ,,:,.z;.“,'-,'.'w groupe de r®flexion a pour o
4 °\J“'.‘o¥?- . l a reconnaissance ~ | 6®chel]l
" des noms de | ieux autochtone

établir des pratiques opérationnelles et de normalisation en ce
Récits du territoire Noms de lieux autochtones au Canada, qui concerne les noms de lieux en langues autochtones et
2019 minoritaires, ou de les mettre a jour. En prévision de la session
de2025 duGENUNG, le Canada cherche a intensifier les
En2023, afin de mettre davantage en valeur le role que jouerictivités de ce groupe de réflexion. Si vous souhaitez en savoir
les noms geéographiques dans la préservation du patr|m0|r|§| us - ce sujet, veuill ez e
culturel, Ressources naturelles Canada €fli@ ont créé une  prcan.geoname®ponymes.rmcan@canada.ca.
exposition publique intitulé®ans les langues de ces terres
faisant la promotiomies noms géographiques et des langue endant que | es autorit®s to
autochtonesau Canada. Cette exposition se composait deCanada déploient des efforts en vue de reconnaitre
grands panneaux présentant des photos colorées efficiellement et de revitaliser les noms de lieux autochtones,
accrocheuses de paysages etladT€eeh Ressourcess nathrelles Canagls contiouarent od

tirent leurs origines de Jangues et dialectes autochtones.s out enir | es peuples autocht
Ces images ®taient accompadge®esnon&undee cloiuguxe awetsedadhtpdn
indiqguant |l a | angue aut oc htisematiorhlé. oLiLTQ dolfaorentinukllementdverpes f i ¢

nom. Elles comprenaient égalementamdeQR lié a un site  partenaires nationaux, autochtones et internationaux en vue de
contenant des renseignements supplémentaires, notammentigeux soutenir les communautés au coursedaacessus. Les
prononciation phonétique du mot et enregistremenaudio  travaux visant a reconnaitre officiellement les noms de lieux
de cellec i l orsqudi l ®t ai t di s potothtdnds aous ads@ent que RsyBnérations a vénir gourmn
exposés dans un endroit trés achalandé du edfiee profiter de la richesse des connaissances culturelles et
dooOttawa, permettant ai n s i histarigues que postentdes homs dallieux aptocktonesr e U
moment pour découvrir la diversité des toponymes du Canada

tirantleurorignedune | angue autochtone.

La préservation du patrimoine culturel est un processus eKisik Shirt et SteveWestley

constante évolution qui nécessite le recours a divers outil$Secrétariat de l&ommission de toponymie du Canada

Parmi ces outils figurent les documents audio, puisque lefa€ent re canadi en de cartograp
déoentendre un nom per met d dresdogrpen reawrelles|Cenada/Cipwerrternq@tcdm@amda
qui no®csds paisr eament | e chas &ougie: nCa e i (0

nation innue du Labrador a transmis plus defifdlers audio
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https://ressources-naturelles.canada.ca/sciences-de-la-terre/geographie/noms-de-lieux-autochtones/dans-les-langues-de-ces-terres/25192
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/pubs/Bulletin/UNGEGN_bulletin_no._66_revised.pdf
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Geographical namesseparable part of the cultural heritage of Cyprus

Introduction Long History of Cyprus
ultural Heritage encompasses the legacy of physicalThe history and culture of Cyprus is among the oldest in the
objects and intangible characteristics of a group or societyvwo r | d . The islandés rich cult
that are inherited from past generations, preserved in th@rchaeological sites scattered throughout, representing various
present and preserved for the benefit of future generations. hi storical periods i n t-dtrategics!| a
location at the intersection of three continents, namely: Europe,
The term Cultural Heritage includes: Asia and Africa, has profoundly influenced its history. For certain
tangible culture (such as buildings, monuments, landscapegeriods Cypriots lived under foreigtomination ancdecame an
books, works of art and documents), independent state and a member of the United Nations in 1960.
A intangible culture (such as folkloreaditions, language and In 1961 it became a member of the Council of Europe, the British
knowledge), Commonwealth and the Nedligned Movement (NAM). In
A natural heritage, which includes important cultural 2004, the Republic of Cyprus became a member of the European
landscapes and biodiversity, Union, joined the Euro Zonia 2008,and adopted the euro as its
A geographical names and toponyms, which are connected toational currency.
all the above.

Cyprus is privileged to have most of its geographical names
bequeathed in ancient texts, from Homer and Herodotus, to the
Examples of Cultural Heritage Components #agic poets and Strabo, up to ancient cartographers such as

Cyprus Claudius Ptol emaeus. The coun
Cypruso cultural heritage i @tﬁr@pt&iéo me@ewaé caréogrqxphe{js,fsucn %SfARr@?‘n&O”E“HEb r
(Lefkaritika | aces), recogni word Hoyatiq fy Ktehengrawho mappeq Cypius in h
cultural heritage along with the ancient art of weaving. The art Oicentury at the beglnnlng of the British rule of the island. The

pottery dating back to ancient times, developed signifigantl me of the island AKyproso w

Cyprus in order to create vessels for storing or transporting/€a"s 290-
products. Basketveaving is another art that developed mainly in

areas with abundant raw materials such as reeds, rushes and f
like, found near rivers. Additionally, silversmithing and
woodcarving are two other art forms that were developed i
Cyprus since ancient times. The intangible cultural heritage o
Cyprus includes all folk songs as well as traditional dances. Al
of these examples are related to specific areas of the island, th
connecting them directly to geographical names and toponyms.

Examples of historical maps of Cyprus

Ancient Culture and Byzantine Influence
Cyprus boasts a unique history with ancient culture dating back
to 9,000 BC. The island is home to numerous monuments
included in the UNESCO list of Worl@ultural Heritage, as well

as many monasteries and archaeological sites, all of which
contribute to its rich and significant cultural heritage.

Examples of Cultural Heritage Components in Cyprut
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festivals, ceremonies, geographical names, toponyms, techniques
for making handmade structures, knowledgad practices
related to nature and the universer e vi t al el emen
identity. They are the elements that make us who we are, inherited
from those who came before us. Unlike houses, fields dr rea
estate, they are intangible and cannot be taken away from us.

e o

Ancient Mosaics in Cyprus

Due to its geographical location, Cyprus had embracec
Christianity by 313 A.D., and therefore has one of the greates
collections of Byzantine art in the world. A significant number of
churches, chapeland monasteries are decorated with priceless
early Christian and medieval mosaics, frescaad icons.

Medieval Castles in Cyprus

Geographical Names and Toponyms in Cyprus
Cyprus, belonging to the Mediterranean world, has a written
history with tangible evidence spanning at least three thousand
years. Naturally, historical sourceabout Cyprus include
references to its toponyms. Based on the dominant and enduring
Greek presence in Cyprus, dating from 1100 BC to this day, the
following groups of toponyms are observed in Cyprus:

(a) PreHellenic
(b) Hellenistig
(c) Roman

(d) Byzantine,
(e) Frankish, and
(f) Turkish

Byzantine Art irfCyprus The history of Cyprus is reflected in the kaleidoscope of Cypriot
toponyms.

The international community shows great sensitivity to theResearch has proved that toponyms are mostly stable, often
protection and respect of cultural heritage around the world, as ieemaining unchanged through the centuries. They typically
evident from the number of Conventions and Protocols that havéollow the changes which take place in the historical evolution of
been adopted. The Republic of Cyprus is a party to internationathe language. However, some toponyms undergo alterations over
efforts to protect cultural heritage, such as 854 Hague time, espeially when new names are introduced, often referring
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Eventto natural features, mamade works or changes in ownership.

of Armed Conflict

The last two conquerors of Cyprus were the Ottoman Turks, from
On the island of Cypryshere are many medieval castles, adding the 16th to the 19th centyrgnd subsequently the British until
to the cultural heritage of the country. Intangible cultural heritage1960. All geographical names that survived through the centuries
- such as oral traditions, dances, traditional songs, events,either in writing or oral traditions up until 1960, (the year of
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the independence of the Republic of Cyprus), are fully Epilogue
acknowledged and preserved by the Government. Many of therp,
have been collected from texts and historical documents left b)é
the British, the Ottoman Turksand other previous conquerors.

While each ruling power imposed its own systems, none mad
massive changes to the island's traditional geographical names

eographical names are an important part of our geographical
nd cultural environment. They represent irreplaceable cultural,
linguistic, and environmental values of vital significance to
?) eopl e b6s -hang and belrigingv@ebdraphical names
in Cyprus are therefore of major importance.

Following the events of 1974, almost all thie internationally Authoritative geographical names are an integral part of the

recognized geographical names in the northern part of Cypruﬁistory and cultural heritage of Cyprus, and thus they must be
were replaced. This renaming has had a profound impact on thr%spected and protected accordingly. '

historical continuity of place names, raising concerns about the
preservation of geographical names in accordanceh wit

international standards and relevant UN resolutions. Andreas Hadjiraftis

President of Permanent Committee for the Standardization of
Geographical Names of Cyprus

Chief Lands Officer, Survey/Cartography/Geodesy/
Hydrography/Photogrammetry,

Department of Lands and Surveys, Ministry of Interior,
Cyprus

Email: ahadjiraftis@dls.moi.gov.cy

The long history of geographical names of Cyprus
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Reuse of historical field nanm@&enmark)
Contemporary naming as preservation of linguistic cultural heritage

names that denote an individual field or collections ddata. In addition to these primary written sources, field
fields on cultivated land, especially arable, but alssames were recorded (with their pronunciation) and
meadows and pasture. The term is specifically associatadlected by name researchers as part oflooation
with historical agriculture and farming communities thafieldwork as well as through a nationwide crowd sourcing
existed from at least the beginning of the Middle Ages untilitiative.
a comprehensive agricultural reform (known as the

Enclosure) was implemented in Denmark around 1800 ABO this work, in 1922, preprinted report forms with local
maps for marking the exact location of the named localities

During this period, the arable land around a rural village wagre distributed nationwide to all Danish parishes (approx.
typically divided into areas calledange (usually two or 2000), with a request for local schoolteachers to record field
three). Eaclvangwas further subdivided into an alternatingnames based anterviews with local farmers, preferably the
number of smaller fi el ds, eldand The eotiebtionoeffort camtemued goawlfrangl®60 s  f

Th e term oO0field named i onlingwwwdistariskekorted) Danish Agerey far Climate p |

Bord (Cadastral map 1795, www.historiskekort.dk)

small number of field names were-uged where new

at its disposal a variable quantity of fields within eaahg as part of a university archive, until the 1980s. During this
system, e.g. barley and rye wéskbowedby a year of fallow field namesfor various areas saring their collection and
in a threerow system. The distribution of land was managegreservation. Today, most of this comprehensive collection
theejerlav(the term also referred to the area managed by theailable
village assembly). [https://sprogsamlinger.ku.dk/q.php?p=ds/hjem/mapper/50
To administrate this rather complicated cultivation system,
field names were a necessary tool for identifying an& __
Bent Jgrgensen has estimated that more than a million fif= & 2
names were in use indbmark. With agricultural reforrthe == s _&¢ oy L g f
PN SN
large, enclosed plot of arable land, and often moved aw. & - J‘—‘) LLEALBA
from the village to the assigned location. Thus, the need . ] Vi g
simply fell out of use and memory. J S e N . 2P
ply y g am- R 'ir_.bi. "h' -
In the early 20 centuryname researchers on the Place Name ¢ field name Torplille Jord mistakenly read as Torplet
status of field names as linguistic cultural heritage worthy of
preservation. They were painfully aware of the progressiye
ﬁ_entu!ry, I ]f‘nld therefore initiated the collecti@i the y51emented around 1800, for instance, as names applied to
istorical field names. outlying farms or as road names. Some names warsee
including Field booksfrom 168183 (accessible online Was more common to see them adapted into compounds
(Christian 5..s matrikel)www.arkivalieronline.dk Danish containing the field name as a first element combined with
for the 1688 Land Registry, in which the arable land - ar mé@)(-6oado6) . Continuity
Denmark (except for Schleswig and Bornholm) waddministrative naming of and within residential areas and
for the purpose of taxation. Also, numerous field names 48" century.
recorded from cadastral maps produced between1880

This system of cultivation followed an annual rotatiotime researchers established phonological recordings of
by the vi l-makipgadsembly ef faimers aalledof historical field namefasbeen digitized ands publicly

651].
distributing individual fields. Professor of Name Researc ‘ R

AL 7 9

system was phased out, and each farm was assigned"" 3 %) o M
field names was significantly reduced andsmof them g= " ¥ - \ ';' 43 ﬁ""-

¥ M
Committee, established in 1910, were conscious about the
loss of these names that had occurredutiiout the 19 o oo \yere needed after the enclosure reform was
Field names were sourced from historical documeriftheir original form €.g.Langager6t he | ong f i
National Archives). These records were a preparatory wotk{fixes designating the type of locality, for instangérd,
measured, assessed for its agricultural quaiitg appraised recreational areas established in the latecEditury to early
during a period of Danish agricultural reforms (accessible
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The Danish Place Name Committee has consisten®ecently, residents of an area near Roskilde have raised
encouraged municipalities (which are also represented in tt@ncerns about the names of three new lakes (former gravel
committee) to secure historical place names and presepits that have since filled up with water). The residents claim
them as part of Denmar kdsthianguiwot iocf atntde i ma mengi Bhave
heritage. This is often aahied by reintroducing field namesnames are in fact neeonstructions but inspired by former
when new residential or urban development areas dield names, similar to the case of road names in nearby
established, instead of opting for names inspired by birdievelopment areas north and east of the new lakes
politiciang or similar types of technicaldministrative (Svogerslev and Hyrdehgj, Roskilde Municipality). The
themes. This has been and is done, explicitly vatarence lake names align perfectly with historical place names and
to the contents of the UN resolutions VIII/2their orientation on cadastral maps from the area. The likely
Commemorative naming practices for geographicakkplanation is that an employee within the municipal
features, VIII/9 Geographical names as cultural heritagagdministration with all the best intentions, relied on
IX/4 Geographical names as intangible cultural heritage ahstorical maps without accounting for contemporary local
has had a generally positive impact. usage. This is somewhat onfunate as consideration of

d i . . lead cultural heritage should not be at the expense of clarity in
However, good intentions can sometimes lea E[cgntemporary language usage.

problematic results. For instance, when names from o
maps are directly copied and therefore used in orthograpbiespite these minor challenges, the-use and
forms that are unsuitable from a standardization perspectiugintroduction of historical names, such as these Danish
Sometimes an old form is misreddr examplethe field field names remain exemplary. Static preservation of
nameTorplille Jord( 6t he | and bel on gulturay hetitage ik nhecesdarg forTresequch and leaves a
found on a cadastral map from 1795, has now become a roatpus to be inspired from, but the actise of place names
nameTorplette Bordletteme ans Ot o r ibaereg ,securaskcentiruify,f pbeveata hsnd even provides the
means Otablebd), whi c h arlg residentsof mewa urbgresettterheats witlpaesenpel okhistariea
contact the Name Research Archive for an explanation. anchoring.

Rikke Steenholt Olesen

(Chair of the Danish Place Name Committee)

Associate professor, Name Research Archive, Department
of Nordic Studies and Linguistics

Email: rikke.steenholt.olesen@hum.ku.dk

Johnny Grandjean Gggsig Jacobsen

(Member of the Danish Place Name Committee)
Associate professor, Name Reseakethive, Department
of Nordic Studies and Linguistics

Email: jggj@hum.ku.dk

The strange road name Torplette Bord (Photo: Google
Street View, www.googlemaps.com)
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TheRoledte ogr aphi cal Names 1 n Pre

Egypt's cultural heritage. Place names represent thin the pronunciation of letters from one language to another,
oldest aspect of living human heritage, orally passecespecially with the absence of letters such as ™ " K" ,
down through generations. They form part of the u ""ar@™ "Mvhich have no equivalent sounds in some
communityés memory, expr eslatnlanguages.i ty, and carry a cul
legacy passed down from generation to generation across
the ages. We can summarize changes that occurred in Egyptian
geographical names as follows:

Historical Development of the EQyptiaq phonetic Exchanges: letter substitutions when
LanguageWritings translating from one language to another, e.g. T to D

Egypt is the cradle of civilizations. God has given it many ~ @nd vice versa, Jto q"to AorHandKtoJorQ, T

blessings, from an excellent location in the center of the ©OAKhto Sh, B to M. _ ,

world, connecting the three continents of the Old World, to>- Reversed letters: Reordering letters, as seen in

its moderate climate, natural resources, and the Nile River. AlaskandariyyayT o Q)dréiifAtekandria and Sakha

These features ade it a center for trade and cultural  ( F)frdm Khasu. _ _

exchange between the peoples of theWiatld continents Syllable Modifications: Adding or deleting a syllat_)le

and a target for colonists and invaders throughout the ages. ©f | etter, such as adding
translating from ancient Egyptian to Greek and deleting

As a result, the Egyptian language evolved through stages: them again when translating to Arabic.

Old Egyptian, Middle Egyptian, New Egyptian, Demotic, 4- Name Extinction: full names disappearing as the result

Geographical names are an essential component cconsiderations. Others were distorted due to the difference

Coptic, and finally Arabic. Egyptiamritings developed of merging into a larger entity, such as Meniaty Badr
accordingly including hieroglyphics, hieratic, demotic, ~ @nd Habib instead of Mit Badr Halawa and Mit Habib
Greek, Coptic, and finally classical Arabic. Al Shargiya respectively, or removing the geographic

location, such as Saft Al Yaman and JazibBalah.
~ Or even because the name was disapproved of, such as
The Impact of the Development of the Egyptian Bani Majnoon g H3 t)8 nw®i ch means

Language and Writings on Geographical Names Arabic was transformed to Bani SalghOf bpwihich 3
The Egyptian language, through its interactions with ~ mMeans good person , and Al Kharag3 P whiCtr
languages such as Greek, Roman, Persian, Turkish, means firui ned pl ataestormedn A
English, and French, has influenced the majority of into Al Maamourayp H)y /IwWKOFch means
Egyptian geographical names, many of which are now P | aceo I n Ara b i c.

foreignderived and have undergone various changesd- Merging words: Simplifying pronunciations to become
making them inconsistent in form and pronunciation with ~ One word, such as tal Beqa to talbaqa. _

their ancient origins. Among the foreign words that are6. Dialects: The pronunciation of letters in the Egyptian
repeated in Egyptian geographical names is the word Meet dialect differs frpm__'that in classical Araplc, such as the
(UyBvhichi s ancient Egyptian a nl ett e)pr@Usfpr(onounced asAin thg Egyptian
QYb is a Syriac wor gHsHena n i nd!alect, and J, W_hlch is pronounced as G, in the Cairo
the English word fdporto, asdalect (eg. Giza). G changes to D in the Upperg
and Kom & H)b which is of Greek origin meaning Egyptian dialect (e.g.Dirda for Girga), and Th, which
Aivillageo. Ot her names r e f |issometimes pronounced TorS, (e.g. Koridd a G @ Iy i
Bulag @ b @erived from the ancient Egyptian Bilag 7 FOF /) ¥@fich ia probounced Kom-dla 6 a | iabi b
meaning fAhar bofF)®diginating fomSHeu b r 7 10 g fOFa n d  t e whicheis pranouncetiU h
ancient Egyptian kharu an aiPUhK, (eg. AtzZahiriyayTt O} FVBiIOF is | ¢ ¢

Alimited residential ar eao. Pronounced ADhahiriyayt Ok F dork@fimes also
written Al-Dhahiriya).

Geographical names in Egypt have evolved with linguistic’- Softening Hamzg— ~ Changi ng to a f

developments. Some names disappeared due to their @ S Mu n $yjvidhici i§ written and pronounced

integration into a larger entity, tleecurrenceof a natural Manshiyya (wy. | 3 B

disaster, or changes driven by religious, political or social
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Origins of Egyptian Geographical Names

The origins of geographical names in Egypt vary and often
reflect the country's cultural identity. Most Egyptian place
names are derived from religious meanings or describe the 1. The Geographical Dictionary of Egypt from the E

geographical features of the area, including terrain, climate, of the Ancient Egyptians to the Year 1945,
direction, color geology, or mineral resources. Some Muhammad Ramzi, 1994, Egyptian General Book
names commemorate individuals, families, or tribes, while Authority, Cairo, Egypt.

others are linked to historical events, or the names of plants

or animals.

2. Gazetteer of Countries by Sheikh Imam Shihab al
Din Abu Abdullah Yaqut aHamawi, edited by
Collecting and Documenting Place Names in th Farid Badr alAziz atJundi,Dar aKutub at

Arab Republic of Egypt lImiyyah, Beirut, Lebanon.

Many researchers have collected and documented _ .
Egyptian place names including, but not limited to, 3. The Book of the Laws of the Diwans by-Als 6 a d

Yaqut atHamawi in his book Gazetteer of Countries, bin Mamati, collected and verified by Aziz Suryal
Al-Mamati in Laws of theDiwans, andAl-Jabarti in Attia, Madbouly Library, Cairo.
The Wonders of Antiquities in Biographies and News.

The most recent of these references is The 4  The Personality of Egypt: A Study in the Genius of

Geographical Dictionary of Egypt from the Era of the Place, Dr. Gamal Hamdan, printed in 199895,
Ancient Egyptians to the Year 1945 by Muhammad Cairo. Dar AtHilal Press
Ramzi. '

A The Central Agency for Public Mobilization and
Statistics (CAPMAS) periodically publishes a guide to
administrative wunits with places names for Egypt 6
administrative units (governorates, sections and
centers, villages, cities).
A CAPMAS updates the Geographic Information System
of Egypt, with comprehensive coverage of urban and
rural areas of Egypt and includes names and locations
for governorates, suburbs and centers, villages and
cities, hamlets, roads, streets, landmarks, seab
rivers.
A The Center for Documentation of Cultural and Natural
Heritage has launched the Archaeological Map of
Egypt, a website documenting and managing Egyptos
ancient heritage sites. Multimedia technologies have
been used alongside the GIS to document the
archedogical and geographical details of each
monument. The project covers 1180 sites in 27
governorateshttps://archmap.cultnat.org/Map.aspx

Eman Ahmed Mohamed Oriby

General manager of Health and social data software,
Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics,
Egypt

Vice-chair2nd, Arabic Division of experts on Geographical
names (ADEGN)

Email: emanorieby@gmail.coreman_o@capmas.gov.eg
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Geographical names and cultural hertage in Iceland: Current work and f
challenges

The Iegislative framework in Iceland They are often very detailed documents with much contextual
\j\pformation about names, including what was known or believed

n Iceland, geographical names have been protected in la o " .
from 2015 on the grounds that they are a key part of theabOUt the origins ofindividual place names at the time of

recording, associations with folk traditions, and information

nationds cultural heritage
g about landscape change.

(HTTPS//WWW.ALTHINGI .IS/LAGAS/NUNA/2015022HTML).

The interpretation of geographical names as cultural heritage wa\évon.( undertaken at SAM 'nCIUd?S maintaining the place name
: S ' . archive and making it accessible in different ways, most
an innovation in the 2015 bill. In thexplanatory material that . . o ; ) ol
. o importantly via the digital interface https://nafnid.is
accompanied the draft legislation, reference was made t(b ortunities for place name collection. on a lar cale have
UNESCOG6s definition of cultu rbegqn Iimﬁted%inlrtgé%\ﬁ earsI bﬁtcrisé?agcctfw ig ndg tgk§ngorr1 fh
names, and concern was exp reexi%tiﬁ en:‘:ateriglij %n%yfian s,c;m*!el cases, previots FJ:Jnregzopdg‘d
globalizationand various societal changes in contemporary times 9 ’ ' P y

may contribute o Une . |o RIS iangs e olepenaisenn | Pecge g
(https:/www althingi.is/altext/143/s/0832.hiyA? volcanic island Surtsey (see furthdnttps:/surtsey.is/wp

The implementation of the place name laws is the responsibilitgontent/uploads/2020/06/Surtsg920_14_79

of a number of publichfunded institutes and government 83_HISTORICAL_Ashortnote-on-placenamesin-

appointed bodies, namely the Arni Magnisson Institute forSurtsey.pdf. From time to time, documents or maps with
Icelandic Studies Stofnun Arna Magnussonar i islenskum unrecorded geographical names are deposited by individuals,
fredum SAM), the Land Survey of Iceland.gndmaelingar ~ sometimes in the wake of collaboration with LMI as part of their
islands LMi), the Housing and Construction Authority initiative to geereference geographical names recorded in the
(Husnaedis og mannvirkjastofnun HMS; previously ~ Place name archive.

pjééskréRegisters Ilceland), and the P!ace Name_C?ommitteeln November 2024, a new permanent exhibition showcasing
(Omefnanefndappointed on a-gear basis by the Minister of Icelandic manuscripts will be opened by SAM. It aims to explore

Culture and Business Affairs). There are, of course, challenges ! : . o
that those involved in the work of upholding the legislation ideas that Icelanders in past times had about life and the societies

%hey lived in (see furthehttps://arnastofnun.is/en/exhibitipn

encounter. Chief amongst these is the realization of an efficien ~eiandic placeraming traditions are presented as a kev part of
workflow and datesharingframeworkto optimize cooperation P 9 P yp

between the different parties. Nonetheless, on the basis °§nz ientergs'? vtljiﬂ:1 rte raryd ?oslcelgngiclz ;ul'tjurralah:arita heebrroladtl "
historical precedent and ongoing initiatives, Iceland is -well 9 g¢, y

; : : peaking, is one dheformal duties of SAM and foregrounding
equipped to formally recognize geographical names as culturat? he role that place names pl a)

heritage, and to promote greater understanadingng the public, . . . .
- . . . of rural and urban landscapes is an effective way to achieve this
of the sigiificance of inherited geographical names for local, goal

regional and nationdleritageand identity

o - - . Some other initiativésand some challenges
SAM's role in Safeguardmg and promotmather ongoing initiatives also work to raise public awareness of

geographical names asltural heritage geographical names nationally and locally. Membership of
SAM (the Arni Magnusson Institute) plays a leading role in Nafnfraedifélagid(The Society for Name Studies) is open to
efforts to protect and promote Icelandic geographical names aanyone: the society was founded in 2020 with the aim of
cultural heritage. The Institute houses the national place nampromoting knowledge about Icelandic and international name
archive (previously in the care @rnefnastofnun islangshe research as widely as possible. In 2023, a book aimed at the
Place Name Institute of Iceland, until 2006) as well as othergeneral public was published by thec&ty in collaboration with
archival materialsimportant for geographical names (e.g. SAM: essays discussing Icelandic geographical names featured
manuscripts in the Arni Magnusson collection, and anprominently  https://arnastofnun.is/is/utgefiefni/nofn-nyrri-
ethnographic archive preserving a variety of oral traditions). Theold-20-greinatri-tilefni-20-araafmaelisnafnfraedifelagsins An

place name registersc@l. 6rnefnaskramwor 6rnefnalysingay were example of a local project that aims to raise awareness of folklore
mostly produced over the course of th& 2entury for farms and  traditions associated with geographical names is the
other landscape areas (such as commons, or fishing grounds§trandaségur project (see https://www.strandasogur.gwi.uni

10 1n the original Icelandiclafnframt er heetta & ad
alpj6daveaeding og ymis félagsleg umbrot i natimanum verdi til
pess ad menningarerfoir glatist
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muenchen.de/enbased at the University of Iceland Researchrecommending that they pay attention to the towssmtor
Centre in Strandir, H6lmavik, West Fjords. driven trend of giving English names to logddices angropose
Icelandic names promptly so that English names do not become

Rapid and extensive economic, technological, spama cultural . . .
P 9 fixed in the name lexicon.

change occurred in Iceland over the course of tiec2dtury,
aspects of which are reflected in the place nhame records made
during that period. In the 1century, landscape change is
widespread not least as a result of the changing climate, and of
exponentially growing our i st number s. Il cel
names are affectedirectly, and new challenges are emerging
regarding the work o$afeguardin@nd promoting them as part

of Icelandic cultural heritage. One example is the incnegsi
number of EnglisHanguage names for sites popular with tourists.
The tension between what PSemy
perspectiveo and the ndeimgeuni t
value of place names is evident with respect to these English
names [fttps://doi.org/10.34158/ONOMA.58/2023/2In some

cases, they are created without reference to already existing
Icelandic names for the place or topographical feature in
guestion; in other cases, the features to which they refer are new

or otherwise nameless.

rtefa

& . 2 Rl httds:#o8idemdiceland.is/travel

/% Grottutangi 5
(Grotta Point)  #7.7
" L0 FRsT epmion-Ams 1 SHEET 1224

2 U = = iceland/drive/yodacave(copyright Guide To

arse )=~
10%=N.
o ,l Iceland)

It is useful to note that there are many examples of Icelandic
topographical features that have more than one name, and also
that Englishlanguage influence on geographical names in
Iceland is not new. When British and American troops occupied
Iceland dumg World War two (WWII), they gave a multitude of
English names to places, elgy Hill for Valhisahsedn the
Seltjarnarnes peninsula
(https://doi.org/10.33112/ordogtunga.10.8 These names
appeared on maps from the time published by the American Map
Service but since these maps were not in general circulation, and
since great efforts were made on the part of Icelandic authorities
‘ = 5 YA to prevent the occupying forces having an intpaticelandic
YSATIKE S | Affés society, these names did not replace their Icelandic counterparts.
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000082464

https://maps.lib.utexas.eduhapgams/china_proper_s

w/txu-pclmapsoclc6492126spidholt122-a.jpg The bigger question is how/when do new names (whether
Icelandic or English) become accepted as part of Icelandic

An example of the former ¥oda Cavethe name used by tourists  cultural heritage? This is as much an intellectual as a policy
and touroperators for a cave at Hjorleifshofdi known in Icelandic driven matter that needs closer attention by those working to
as Gygjagja (6t-r ol lor axec a v e Oprotect and prometgeographical names as cultural heritage in
https://nafnid.is/ornefnaskra/2276INames given to iceaves, Iceland
increasingly popular tourist destinations, are examples of the
latter: Crystal CaveBlue Diamond CaveDark Rubin Northern
Lights Caveand Waterfall Cavehave appeared recently in
tourism contexts (e.ghttps://guidetoiceland.is/natuiefo/ice-
cavesin-iceland#bluediamondcavein-vatnajokultglacier and
on Google Maps). In 2019, the chair of the Place Name
Committee sent a letter to all Icelandic local authorities

Emily Lethbridge

Associate research professor, Arni Magnusson Institute for
Icelandic Studies, Reykjavik

Email: emily.lethbridge @arnastofnun.is
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The role of geographical names in preserving cultural heritage. UNGEGN
other activities in closer defining and assessing th$CQ&)

The basic statement of a delicate relationshipc
Geographical names are part of cultural heritage, noPurs, with proceedings published (see Loth 2022).
only because they are elements of language, but also _ .
because they exert very specific functions as propef? 2023, the UNGEGN Working Group on Training
names designating geographical concepts and featuresCUrses in Toponymy, chaired by Peder Gammelefd
They can be regarded as 6B iNgoajanal fainpg poprge; gn Jfhisgtepic ing Baly, |
both the feature they designate and the communities thdgdonesia.

use or gave those names. o
g In parallel and supported by this scientific work, UNGEGN

The principal fact that geographical names are part ofleveloped a series of resolutions, adopted at subsequer]t

cultural heritage has been confirmed by the United Nation NCS GNs virttrr9  (2002): n

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizaton ¢ U ! tural ~heritageo; | X/ 4 (:

(UNESCQ in its 2003Convention for the Safeguarding | "t angi bl e cul tula): heCnitae

the Intangible Cultural HeritagBased on this Convention, €Stablishing and evaluating the nature of geographical

the theme became a central topic at theJgited Natons nNames as cul tural heritageo

Conference on the Standardization of Geographical Names |

(UNCSGN) in 2007. In hekeynote address, Madame Major aspects

HéléneMarie Gosselin UNESCO Representative to the These symposia and resolutions hdeéned and assessed

UN and Director of the UNESCO New York Office, the roleof geographical names as cultural heritage more

highlighted the significance of geographical names. closely, thus guiding thavay for their practical use and
standardization. The following aspects have been

Its scientific elaboration emphasized: _
In the years that followed, several symposia on this topidl ~Traditional geographical names aoéten very old,
were held and their proceedings were published. The first attributed to features within = specifidinguistic,
was in Vienna [Wienjn 2008,organized byUNGE GN & s polltlcal, socia] and economiccontexts. They have _
Dutch and German Speakirjvision with proceedings sometimes been preserved across succeeding
published (sedordan et al. 2009) he secondtook place languages. They therefore offer a key to understanding
in Seoul in 2014, organized by the National Geographic settlement and culturaistory. They reveal a lot abou'g
Information Institute (NGII) of the Republic of Korea, the charactemnd essence of a place, as well as its
again followed by proceedings (see Choo 2015); the third former ecqnomlcand linguistic S|tuat|ons._They forn_1
was in Florence [Firenze] in 2015, organized by part of_ anlnterrelatedsyste[n of names in a certain i
UNGEGNGSs -Rdlemi@ nDivision again with region, -namedspl dcaendsc@gped
proceedings (see Cantile & Kerfoot 2016). historical, but often still relevant situations. They also
inform us about the namgving community,

Geogr ap h sogelimes (eferring fogew extincgaggieties ang Heirt

Att he I nternational

Conference on Heritage Geographies in Lecce (ltaly) in

cultural and economic disposition and attitudes.

2021, the Joint ICA/IGU Commission on Toponymy f Geographical names support the building of space

organi zed sessions under
cultural heritagebo
AOnomao, the journal of

Onomastic Sciences (ICOS) (see Jordan 2023).

The same year saw thd' énternational Symposium on
Place Names, ebosted by the Joint ICA/IGU Commission
on Toponymy and the Department of South African Sign

Language and Deaf Studies at the University of the Free

State, South Africa. The symposium, devoted to
i St an da and the wetlth of places nameaspects

t h eelatedidentity Mentioning eréemanzperighe name (|
compi | e @f afamilierplaceaevokesiabaigeset of thogights ef o
t hteat plagetasdr expiessesoai gonfirme the emotional

relation of a person to a place. Geographeahes are
therefore an important elemenf feeling at home,
especially for linguistic minorities and indigenous
groups.
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¥ Valbzuna -Volbune
E Ovcja vaf-Wolfsbach

Traditional house name on a recently exposed plate ir
Valbruna, Val Canale, Italy. Many traditional houses in this
village feature similar plates. Below the house name, the
village name appears in all local languages (ltalian, Friuli

Slovene, German). (Photo: Jordan 2024)

1 Special protection may be needddr names in

minority and indigenous languages, as well as for
names in declining languages and dialects, the latte
being subject to a significant erosion process due to th
expansion of social communication networks, the
power ofnationwidemedig and trends towards cultural
globalization Whether dialect names should be
standardized is another question depending on th
soci al prestige of the d
wider exposure. Traditional exonyms need protection,
while often not standardized or systematically
documented, thegnay remain in popular use. From a
pragmatic point of view, they may become the optimal
means of communication, and their continued use
should be encouraged, at least in domestic
communication.

Dangers to which traditional, inherited geographical
names are at riskre partly due to their strorsgmbolic
power. Endonyms (not exonyntsin therefore be seen
as expressions of appropriation or at least
responsibility. Thelominant force in a society wants to
define them.Changes in dominance (at all spatial
scalesfrom the political to the economaphere) may
result in renamingi with commercializationas a
specific problem of our times. Other dangdrs
traditional namesinclude inadequate legislati for
their protection, the loss of knowledge about specific
examples of field names, or changes in lifestyle from
rural tourban living.

Conclusion

The role of geographical names as part of cultural heritage is a

fundamental toponymic concept that meritglepth discussions,
including in the context of the standardization of geographical
names. This topialeservesongoing consideration within the
framework of UNGEGN to ensure that all the various aspects
mentioned are fully explored.

Peter Jordan

ICOS Liaison Officer, ICOS Vieleresident,
Chair ICOS Working Group on Toponymy
Email: Peter.Jordan@oeaw.ac.at
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Geographical Names areeir Role in Preserving Cultural Heritage and
Civilizational Heritag#ordar)

Names of Geographic Places
N ames of geographic places are one of the ways = -

preserve the cultural and civilizational heritage ir

any society. Geographical names show the lon
history of peoples, and their customs and tradition:
allowing local communities to connect with these names |
ways that promote a sense of belonging. Additionally
geographical names document traditional knowledge (su
as traditional weather forecast)pngupport culturabased
tourism as well as being a part of sustainable developme
strategies.
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To promote this concept, Jordan has undertaken seve

initiatives and activities prepared in coordination with the

National Committee for Geographical Names, whichi®
consists of:

!
HAY
1

1. Jordanian Geographical Names Index. 2. Interactive maps of geographical names:

A Geographical names should be digitally documented

A Ihcl)srls dth; rl:lrgtsand énﬂs} |Tpuor:a2tlstep tospgeielrve using_tec noIoHles such as geog aphlﬁn mform?]tlon
’ I systefhd] int€ractly

speci a l. inde X 0 A %a&&?oac%e salqutﬁcﬁ)/ |g|t%l% cumBn?a i i2 ond”
prepared and issued containing the name, coordinates, of the criteria for identifying and evaluatin
feature type (e.g. country, valley, moaim), the map 9 9

and its scale,and the name

in Roman letters

(romanization). This index serves as the foundation ford
any work related to geographical names, and
significant progress has already been made.

The work on the dictionary began in the raighties,

with the collection of nhames and related information
completed in 1990. The index now contains more than
10,600 entries. To facilitate its use across various
categories, copies of the dictionary wereduced in A
both paper and digital formats (Excel, PDF, and
Access). A special Access version was created t
streamline searching and presentation of results.
Additionally, approximately 5,000 names, including
street names and those from tourist maps aadexlof
Jordan and the world, have been added, making this a
valuable reference for names and proper romanization
methods.

geographical names as cultural heritage.

These interactive maps were created to deal with
information about the geographical hames of cities,
villages, historical sites, and other regions. It contains
all the information such as the meaning of the name, its
coordinates, origin, historical comtealternate names,
even, where applicable, the title deed papers (lands),
and more

Information is collected from multiple sources,
including books on geographical names.

These maps are considered a reference for researchers
and stakeholders specializing in the search of
geographical names, facilitating access to all
information related to each name. The addition of
geospatial information is used to make a comparison
between names and locations, helping to verify
geographical and historical information and associated
events.
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4. Education, training, and awareness of the importance
of geographical names.

The sound methodology for managing and preserving
geographical names involves enhancing the
understanding of the public about the importance of
inherited geographical names in relation to local
heritage, as well as regional and national identity.
Educating people and spreading the culture that
geographical names are a topic of high importance
fosters a culture that recognizes their relevance to all
aspects of daily life in any society.

_ _ Therefore, the role of the authorities concerned with
Geographical Database of Archaeology in Jordan:  geographical names play an essential role in training

Geographical names play a vital role in the field of SPecialists and the general public and must focus on the
antiquities, as they reflect the cultural and historicalYOUN9er generations. Instilling this principle early ensures

identity of the place. Geographical names help identify!Uturé generations will devego and improve on this
the sites of ancient monuments, making it easier foSCieNce. Integrating  geographical names into ~the
archaeological researchers to lacattes of historical educatlon_al curricula will ensure its sustainability and the
importance. Additionally, geographical names are used@r€Servation of cultural heritage.

in educational curricula to introduce new generations to

the history of places and their cultural importance. | he bottom line: _ _
_ _ ) Fully understanding the importance of geographical names
MEGA JORDAN is a national system established 1055 ‘they reflect ourhistory and culture, helps local

document and manage Jordan’s cultural heritage usingommunities connect more deeply with their heritage. They
GPS and geographic information system (GIS)document traditional knowledgeelping stimulate tourism
technologies. The program is available online in bothang prevent the loss of different cultures. Although it is an
Arabic and English. ancient science, the field can embrace modern technologies

The project aims to build a geographical database ofor its development and improvement, such as GIS, drones,
archaeological sites in Jordan based on the old JADIgirtual reality (VR), remote sensing, and the ireshent
database, creating an updated record of Jordania@f local communities in the process of documentation.
archaeological sites. The database now contain&istening to personal stories and experiences related to
approximately 15,000 archaeological site names andperitage siteadds a human and cultural dimension to the
53,685 archaeological elements, and the informatiorflocumentation of geographical names, reinforcing its
can be linked to the Jordanian geographical namesignificance without losing time convincing others of its
index and interactive maps. value.

http://www.megajordan.org

Muammar Kamel Haddadin

Director General of the Royal Jordanian Geographical
Center

Chairman of the Arabic Division of Geographical Names
Experts

Chairman of the fab Divisionof Expert Geographical
Names

Email m.haddadin@rjgcgov.jo/rijgc@rjgc.gov.jo
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Documentation and Use of Indigenous Livonian GeographicgListumges

I atvia is unique in that it is one of the few Europeaq’he Legal Framework for Livonian Place Names

countries to off|C|.aIIy recognize an '|nd|genqne.ople' and The status of the Livonians as an indigenous people of Latvia was
language: the Livonians and their langu&devonian. irst established by the | aw |

Despite the critically endangered status of the Livonian Ianguaﬂl%tional and Ethnic Groups and Their Right to Cultural
and its speech community (Moseley 2010), estimated currentlonu tonomyo (1991) This status |
consist of only 4660 speakers, Livonians have played a crucigl '

X ) L 0 1999) , hich
role in shaping the language and culture of contemporaryai_atfltamgLEl ge awo ( ) wnt © regu

throughout history.

ccording to this law, languages in Latvia are classified into three

categories: (1) the state language, Latvian, along with a historic

varian® the Latgalian written language; (2) the indigenous

Livonian language; and (3) all other (foreign) languages.

‘ T/;\LSU NOVADS Livonian, as an indigenous language, holds a special status,
TALSA M0G0 distinct from that of an official state or minority language.

This law also addresses the use of Livonian in geographical
names. Article 18 explicitly states that place names in Latvia
should be in the state | anguag
of the Livonian Coast, place names, as well as the names of
agencis, community organizations, businesses, and events, may
al so be created and used in Li

. : e : - . ..+ - - Regulations Regarding Geographical Names Information (2012)
B s o o %~ .  expanded on this provision, S

Unveiling of the first bilingual sign by the president of Lat territories historically inhabited by Livonians must also be in

: : Livonian and adhere to Livoni
Egils Levits . . L

recent legslative development concerning Livonian place names

is the Historical Latvian Lands Law (2021). This law obliges state

and municipal institutions to preserve the identity and cukural

. ) : historical environment of the Livonian people. Specifically,
following the establishment of the medieval Germnaled Paragraph4 t at es, fA(..) State and r

Livoniad nameq qfter the Livoniadsthe Livonian people_ were preservation of the identity and cultutabtorical environment of
gradually assimilated by the surroundingalti® tribes, Latviabs i n ®ithg dinooians (.)pieclading &..)
contributing to the formation of the modern Latvian language "."ri"rqtroduction and usage in the environment of place names in
culture. As a result, Livonian influence remains evident in Latv'afivonianb

culture, particularly in the geographical names rooted in Livonian

found across areas oncéabited by the Livonians.

During the 1% century, Livoniarspeaking communities
inhabited nearly onthird of presentlay Latvia. However,

Livonian heritage has survived in a small, isolated communig:
along the Livonian Coadta stretch of fishing villages in §
northwestern Latvia (Erngtre
caused by the World Wars and subsequent Soviet occupat
displaced theremaining Livonian speakers and scattered thssssss
communi ty across Latvia (Erj

Livonian community maintains a strong connection to th
Livonian Coast, and both the community and new settle
recognize the importance of preseryiand revitalizing Livonian
heritage, particularly through the use of geographical names.

str

Supporting efforts to document, standardize, and promote the | -

of Livonian place names across Latvia has defined the work of the

University of Latvia Livonian Institute (established in 2018), Livonianchildrenf r om t he summer s

which has spearheaded this endeavor. (6Sea birdso6) taking photc
summer 2023
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Documenting Place Names and Ensum@gn warmly received by both the Livonian community and the
A wider public. One Livonian community member expressed this
Accessibility

: o _sentiment in a social media post shortly after the installation of the
The foundation for the use of Livonian place names is thej r st sign: Alt feels as tdhoug

existence of a standardized collection of these names. Historicafigen returnedt 0 my peopl e. o

Livonian geographical names were documented sporadically as

part of vocabulary collections and lexicographic efforts (€.9., Sj%he introduction of Livonian geographical names in official
1861; Kettunen 1938; Winkler & Pajusalu 2009; Viitso &signage has also had broader implications. In addition to
Erngtreits 2012). The most aMiElAg % uSelof lathdlian Slded Haes titiaRdinfugricdd© |
recent efforts was the Livonian place name index, which containgghyia's contribution to the Global Action Plan of the International
181 entries and was published in the LivoristonianLatvian pecgde of Indigenous Languages (IDIL 262@32), which now
dictionary i i t so & Erni@8l).ei t s 201 2eudés@ Provision for extending the use of Indigenous names in

o o _ official signage, with a focus on areas historically inhabited by
From 2020 to 2023, the University of Latvia Livonian Institutandigenous peoples.

undertook a project to document and map Livorpéate names

and create an official place name register. Due to the limited

number of Livonian speakers and their disconnection frofg | t s Erngtr e
historical Livonian territories, this project relied on varioug | Lgv»d i nst
sources, such as scattered previous collections, folkloggm,il: valts.ernstreits@lu.lv
manuscripts, and cultural collections. One of the key resources

was a list of place names compiled in the 1960s by Livonian

i ts
itlt (University

| anguage & ©Oanberg, svhich Rds$tlocated during
archival research.

This work culminated in the creation of a geospatial database 1
1,558 Livonian geographical names, which includes bott
exonyms and endonyms (Erngtr
name <catalogue was publ i shec
database, along with map, is accessible to the public on the
Livonian  Institute's  resource  platform  Livonian.tech.
Additionally, Livonian place names are now included as a layer ¢
the map service BalticMaps. e
sUta. o

Introduction of Bilingual Signage

Efforts to introduce bilingual sighage in Latvian and Livonian on
the Livonian Coast began in 2018, following the establishment c
the Livonian Institute. Initial resistance from state authorities, whc
were responsible for road signage, led to extended discussions &
even an art installation designed to raise public awareness abc
the importance of Livonian place names. In Augus2i20an
agreement was reached to create bilingual sighage standards
Livonian and Latvian place names, which was expamléttiude
Latgalian as well.

A list was created of 171 road signs on the Livonian Coast, whic
were to be changed to Latvidivonian bilingual signs, based on
standardized Livonian names from the aforementioned databas
The first Livonianlanguage sign was installed on February 20,
2023, at the Talsi municipality border, followed by several more
signs featuring Livonian village names later in the year. Th¢
installation of bilingual signage is ongoing.

Conclusion

The journey to introducing Livonian place names into official
signage has been lengthy and complex, hindered by both tl
absence of data and a lack of institutional understanding
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Geographical names as preservers and propagators of intangible cult.

heritage (Luxembourg)
An insight into the muléthnic and muHlingual context of the Grafaichy of Luxembourg

Luxembourg is often referred to as the heart of Europ8are. While it refers to a train that operated around a century

Despite its small size of 2586 Krand its 67,2050 ago in Luxembourg, it is also a perfect illustration of the
inhabitants (as of 2024), Luxembourg is home to a multitudeultilingual interference that features so heavily in
of different nationalities and languages, where native ahdu x e mbour go6 s society, as
foreignborn inhabitants live sidby-side and are in Luxembourgish and French linguistiaits. Although there
everyday contact with crossrder commuters. The latterare no physical traces left of these landmarks, both names
constitute a large perceng e o f Luxembourogbs pwortk fodr deuxembour gds e
and also have a considerable impact on all spheres of lifgomints of reference to many people.
Luxembourg, be it cultural or linguistic.

Situated between France, Belgium and Germangame that many people would be familiar wittCisr a r | y 6

The language situation in Luxembourg is quite unique due,, \\ ~»u~,-;‘r§,f;::;;»s° -
to its trilingualism Luxembourgish being the national — ... ™
language and French and German the administrative —  swes/edg,
languages. The linguistic landscape is further shaped by th '
addition of the many other languages that are spoken i, -
Luxembourg by foreign nationals and by the fact ttizd,
workforce,  which traditionally  originated from
neighbouring countries, has over the years come fron™ )
further afield. The Portuguese language, as an example“:;;ngMm;
constitutes the biggest néirenchspeaking ethnic group, .
while English predominates in the bami and technology

sectors. Google Maps itinerary from station Al Molkerei to statio
Stareplaan Luxembourg City

+ %, \ Clausen’ »*

Pafendail

Most public transport stops in Luxembourg are in fact
named after places, with about tthords of them named
after older place names suchtasorgartenin Strassen near
Luxembourg City (hinting at a former clothaking
industry). The remaining third are often named after more
Pollfermillen modern places, such as the shaped intersection
Stareplazp | a c e a th@nelorigéraperational dairy
farm, Al Molkerei For a long time, most native speakers
simply took these names for granted without paying them
any particular attention. They used them as references and
adopted them subconsciously without an intuitive
understanding or awareness of their background animg.

Verluerekascht

Gronn

NSRRI

Cutout from geoportail.lu showing the districts Verluekasc
Polfermillen (as Pollfermillen) and Pafendall in Luxembourg

City In recent years this attitude has changed considerably due to
. an increased interest iﬁ: the Luxembourgish language and its
ln 2019, Luxembourgos hoypeyneditdgd. ThB hef folus isha) G to d'chidnding

@ntegrated for .the f_irst time into th_e Luxembourgish demographic, a new sedfvareness, and changing points of
inventory of intangible cultural heritage. These namesa, within Luxembourg. The impetus for a change in

predominantly refer to older linguistic and culturali ge can also be explained by an emereasing interest
structures that are no longer present in their previous foH:Bm foreignborn residents.

or are no longer used for their initial purpose. For instance,
the bus stoWandmillenin Luxembourg City hints at the
former presence of a windmill in the area. Another place
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Migration, tourism and the international workforce havélthough no real physical evidence remains, these names
contributed to Luxembourg becoming more and moigersist and are used in everyday situatidiese districts
cosmopolitan despite its small size. Foreign nationals ae also home to, or are frequented by, many foreign
well as tourists are keen to learn more about Luxembourgtionals who adopt the names, thus actively contributing to
its culture and subsequently itsntpuage. Not only has the preservation of cultural identity. Whilst these names
Luxembourgds identity un dvweeregoftaneusea wilmertt guestonimyhtles iomsgins dr h
development has also sparked an increased willingnessyaanings, thefarementioned surge of interest in cultural
native speakers to put the Luxembourgish language into theritage is once again apparent.

spotlight. Whereas Luxembourgish used to be seen by man}q _ itural hi b inf |
locals & a language that is spoken rather than written, tH$"€" It comes to cultural teaching, we observe an informa
attitude has changed drastically. as well as a more formal side. People use house and place

names intuitively, but increasingly find themselves
Social media has also contributed to this development asvitndering about the origins of a name. This is partly due to
has facilitated a greater visibility of the language, as well &% revival of the Luxemhogish language, that has sparked
a more active personal involvemefrt. addition, a steady interest from across the borders, and from within,
rise in |iterary product ipganicularly anorgdhe doteignprn populatmr it Is élsoe n €
has ensured that the language reaches all layers of socigtye to more frequent visual encounters with these names in
House and place names have also benefitted from thigeryday situations, be it in bus stops, itineraneson
revolution. Modern technology has assured that namegtual mapping systems, such as Google Maps and Apple
hitherto taken for granted or overlooked, now appear dmaps. All this contributes to an incentive for inhabitaints
screens in buses and/or on virtual mapss Tiiysical and both native and foreighorni to find out more about their
visual contact ensures that they become more activelyltural heritage and a willingness to share this newfound

integrated into everyday life. appreciation. Aurther reason for this heightened interest in
house and place names is th
. & AcionStassen @) = T intangible cultural heritage. This increased interest
o wa @ces Ultimately leads to an informal delivery by a multitude of
Mtemie Gande @) publications and lectures. Additidha the integration into

Strassen; -
Huorgarten Quai 1

the intangible cultural heritage framework has led to the
more formal lessons about house and place names in
Oiwandmillen Quai 1 SChOOIS.

R =
Rue g, Kiey Q Y
d

Luxembour gds rapid demogr a|
eagerness to not only preserve but also to share cultural
heritage and identity. Luxembourg exemplifies the high
potential of geographical names to be more than simple
Google Maps itinerary from station Wandmillen pillars of cultural identity, adopting role as cultural
(Luxembourg City) to station Huorgarten (Strassen)  propagators in a mutgthnic and multlingual context.

Furthermore, these names are no longer simply part of a
linguistic heritage but have also become practical tools fg5ah Hess

navigating oneds s-bamresidentd ydhg & EngliBhuitE eM@le®i 99 1 doLzt ze
as well as visitors to Luxembourg take part in thig xembourg

established intangible cutal heritage as they arepgmail: sarah.hess@lod.lu

confronted with the names and use them freely as points of

reference. Sam Mersch
Another example of preserving and sharing the linguistid"9uist responsible for language history, etymology and

heritage of place names includes Luxembourgish distrids 0 masti cs at the Zenter fi
such asVerluerekascht( meani ng Al ost CU i%]béjtt'rq e fi

0 filan
abandoned fRolvernilen( mztaine ma) FHF WM@'L‘;'”

mi | | oPafendall ( meani ng Avall ey of t he clerico).
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Preservingla |l aysi ad6s Cul tural Il dent.i
Standardization
Introduction The Cultural and Historical Significance of

communication, serving both practical and symboligia | aysji aés diverse cultural

roles. Beyond their utility, they operate on multiplgyeggraphical names, which serve as markers of its -multi
levels, reflecting cognitive, emotive, ideological, angtnnic heritage. These names hold deep significance, often
communitybuilding functions that shape the sociafrawing from the linguistic traditions and histories of the
identities of the communities they represent. In multlllnguq}hmay, Chinese, Indiarand indigenous communities. For
societies, geographical names carry cultural and politiGaktance, Gunung Kinabalu (Mount Kinabalu) in Sabah is
significance, making them keelements in shaping local andn ot just the highest peak in Southeast Asia but also a sacred
national identityHelleland, 2016). site for the KadazaBusun people,symbolizing their
To ensure the effective use of geographical naméas{}cestra! heritage and cultural identity. Similatie legend
standardization is crucial. Consistency in naming reduc@k Puteri Gunung Ledang, a folktale centred around a

mystical princess on Gunung Ledang (Mount Ledang), is a

confusion and enhances communicatiBecognizingthis, ) . .
the United Nations has long advocated for thkey element of Johor's cultural histofgidder & Author,
0g3; Hijjas, 2010)

standardization of geographical hames. The issue was ffr
discussed in 1948, and by 1955, the United Natio
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) had urge
countries to participate in this initiativeh@ first conference
on geographical names standardization took place in Gene
in 1967, followed § a second in 1972, which led to the
establishment of the United Nations Group of Experts @
Geographical Names (UNGEGN). This group has sind
promoted international cooperation on the is@daltamia
RMT Lauder 2016).

Geographical names are essential reference tOO'S@EographicaI Names

The standardization of geographical names is crucial fi
effective management. A standardized name reduc
ambiguity, prevents multiple names for the same locatio
and preserves the cultural heritage and natural featu
associated with the place.

) » ) View of Mount Kinabal(source: Sabah Tourism)
Mal aysi ads Standardization Efforts

In response to recommendations from UNGEGN a .
directives from the Malaysian Cabinet, Malaysia formed th rban areas I'ke.’ Kuala Lur_npur preserve cultural names that
' flect Malaysia's colonial past and seeonomic

National Committee on Geographical Names (JKNG). Thi | . with street h Jal Rai
committee, operating under the Department of Survey a gvelopment, with  street names such ~as ~Jaan Raja
omme mor at i n gindéepbnelence iertMariasa p r

Mapping Malaysia (JUPEM) and the Minigtof Natural .
Resources and Environmental Sustainability (NRES), w & Maganjeet Kaur, 2015 contrast, rural areas often

established to enhance th e(eta't? 33 ehsOIingdSto iadd%ggnQUS 5’.‘?"\('639;3 arﬂqr{:qltqraéls
JKNG's primary responsibilities include drafting guidelinegr.aC IcES. TNEeSE Names act as repositories or environmenta
for geographical names, developing the Nationé{Y'Sdom and heritage, preserving the cultural identity of

Geographical NangeDatabase, promoting the use of officia?ommuniﬁeS like the Orang Asli and Kadazansun,

names, and coordinating nomenclature activities at bogﬁ'\'lcetrorr)nrﬁgn?therw'se be threatened gigbalizationand

national and international levels.
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Recent Issues to this database, including names in Jawi script and audio

Attempts to preserve the original geographical names fif¢S with pronunciation in both Malay and local dialects.
certainlocations have recently encountered difficulties thath€Se initiatives are vital in preserving cultural names in the
aredifficult to control. This is due to some parties seekingic€ ofmodernizationin addition, JUPEM is updating the

to capitalize on these areas to raise real estate market valgdilelines for their latest version and translating them into
As an illustration, Kampung Kerinchi was renamed Bangs&fdlish. This step ensures that foreign users can also refer
South, Sungai Buloh was renamed Kota Damansara, dadhe guidelines, helping to standardize geographical names
numerous other locations close Kuala Lumpurwere Nnotonlylocally but also at a glablevel.

similarly renamed.

Even if the government approves alterations to the origi ¢onclusion
9 PR 9INehe importance of standardizing geographical nhames in

geographl_cal names, guidelines r_nust b? estgblls_hed 8Iaysia cannot be overstated. It plays a crucial role in
prevent this behawoqrfrom ha_ppenlng again. This will her%aintaining consistency and clarity in communication
to preserve a location's original character. We can ile also preserving the country's rich cultural and

glngapor_etl’tle natlosn_nearest t% M?';}.’?'a’ as an %Xampll?nguistic heritage. Through initiates like the Geographical

espl! € 1N g aypbamzalonproceESxSoneEn o 1.,¥€hatabase and the development of comprehensive
places st_lll_retaln thelrorl_glnal geographlc_al names. The uaﬁidelines JUPEM through JKNG are ensuring that
of th? original geographical name is an importzultural Malaysia's geographical names remain both culturally
practicethat must bgrotected significant and globallyrecognized As globalizationand
modernizatiortortinue to influence the country's landscape,
these efforts are vital in safeguarding the diverse cultural
identities that these names represent.

Ahmad Sanusi bin Che Cob

Deputy Director General of Survey aNhpping |
Department of Survey and Mapping Malaysia

National Committee on Geographical Names (JKNG) of
Malaysia

Email: ahmad.sanusi@jupem.gov.my

Mount LedangdNaterfall (source: Johor National Parks)

Standardization and Preservation Efforts by
JUPEM

As part of its mandate, JKNG has createdGnéelines for

the Determination of Geographical Names in Malaysia
which provides a framework for the consistent naming of
locations across the country. The committee also manages
the Geographical Names Database (PDNG), an online
repository that stores verified geographical names,
locations, and historical informatiororf both public and
government use. The MyGeoName application offers access
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Ximbutsu, the Land of the Brave Warriors of KAazambique)

Introduction the populatiorr and to drive away the pests that devastated

ccording toBlake (2015, 4)cultural heritagés seen their fields (MAE 2012:6). According to Nuvungeand
A asit he total ways of |i Mﬂ?'%“énterﬁf'ﬁv‘ﬁeq Ip 2043pin %WbUtoad'StQCmWrﬂs{) 0
human beings, which is passed from one generati¥f¢r® often heardn the afternoons ‘and evenings at that
to the next, given to them bigasoro f  t h e Cultura i I9Ctipng and clothes of Ngoni and Ndau spirits were
heritage includeartifacts monuments, a group of buildingsSometimes seen spread about. And, because it is a sacred
and sites,andmuseums that have a diversity of value§ite, Macienotesthatthe inhabitants of the communitiéti
including symbolic, historic, artistic, aesthetthnological Not Visit without permission, only going there to conduct
or anthropological, scientificand social significance. It CErémonies.
includes tangible heritagendintangible cultural heritadé

Geographical names are, according to Ghani and HuJEass
(2016), historical monuments that convey a multifacetd
image of oldyenerationsexperiencesand understanding of
the relationship between man and natlifeesenames are a
valuable source of local history, reflecting a rich cultur?
heritage and an identity that is rooted in the locas

environment and anchored in Indigenous culture.

This article aims to demonstrate how the use of t
Indigenous toponym Ximbutsu from the Xichangana &
language of Mozambique contributes to the preservation and ' o _ _
dissemination of the cultural and historical heritage it NGEMO, IP technicians at the Ximbutsu memorial, dur
represents for loc@ommunitiesn the Chibuto district and field research in Chibuto District.

for the country as a whole. The article results from a
historical and linguistic study based on both biinographic%

-

and field research, applying historical methodology a egarding the origin of the toponym, Nuvunga explains that

) . AT . imbutsu derives frommabuthy a Zulu military term
philology. _The Chibuto district is located in th_e south Oddanoting a group ofwarriors The inscription yon the
Gaza province, near the confluencg of the Limpopo ANfemorial built at this historic site corroborates with
Changane rivers. Xichangana is tfieninantocal language Nuvunaga saving: AXimbut s u
(auto_chthonous) spoken by around 96.1% of the populatipen iments gf the .G z;/ Empi% ’ led by Ngungunhane ,in
whil e Portuguese, the couq%ry%es 5 1op52 SR Panaggug%e [J:

i . 8 4Liberally,” mabuthtme an's NE€ohcel
by around 2.4% (MAE 2012,-90). Historically, Gaza was warriorsbd The term kimthes f
the name of a large pdlonial empire in Mozambique, hich mea -n s f tgathets.o n TXEIMbSSU a t e
between 1824 and 1895, founded by the Ngoni peopYV,e ans a nﬁapdthm‘)coeg cﬁfg.at herin (
whose last and most prominent emperor was Ngungunhane 9

) warriorso. This term was i
grandson of Sochangane (the founder of the enfpire) language by the Ngoni people during the M'fecane period

. . : (between 1815 and around 1835).
Data collection and discussion

The toponymChibuto originates from a small elevation

known asXimbutsy historically a place where traditional

rites were held, especially Mbelelo ceremonies. These

ceremonies werperformedt o ask the figodso for rain to
guarantee agriculturgroduction the primary livelihood of

11 UNESCO. Available orhttps://uis.unesco.org/en/glossary 13 Ernesto Jacani Nuvunga. Native eldareinterviewed in Chibuto, in
term/culturalheritage 2013, by technicians from INGEMO, IP, in field research on the origin
12 History of Gaza. Available ohttps://www.gaza.gov.mz/portA and meaning of toponyms of Mozambique.

Provincia/Historiade-Gaza 14 Macie. Native eldewereinterviewed in Chibuto, in 2013, by

technicians from INGEMO, IP, in field research on the origin and
meaning of toponyms dflozambique.
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collective memory, makingimbutsy AiThe Land

— Warriors of Gaza.o
edicit o U0 CHILC s ]

CHINBUTS b From a linguistic point of view, the toponym offers us rich
. AMPLMENTO OE Ko M= N O . A )
MABUTHU DG IMPER - T GaZA informationaboutthe presence of the Ngoni (Zulu) people
TiRi: 3 o . . .
oy e s V. DY in the region and their influence on the local language,
INAGGURADL - Ui Xichangana.
FRANCISCO BRAZ *ucaANGk _ _
7" PRESIDENTE O3 CONSFEFLWQ Thus, we can conclude théimbutsurepresents the warrior,
MoNICIPA powerful and fearsome identity of the Chibuto district
inhabitants, empoweringhe population, to the point of
og (0 2002 making them Afearedo and re
capital.

Inscription on the Ximbutsu memaorial about the historic
significance of the place.

Anibal Jodo Tiane*®
According to Machav& (interviewed in 2013, in the Researcher and Director of the Central Standardization
Chibuto district), the toponynXimbutsu highlights the Services, at the Institute of Geographical Names of
bravery of its residents who, when facing difficulties did ndflozambique,
give up until they achieved their goals. According t&mail: anibaljo2009@gmail.com
Nuvunga, this reputation began in Maput o, t he count
capital,wherethe locals would often go to the football fields
in their free time. One day, a man frokimbutsu got
involved in a fight, was punched and fell, but moments late
he got up and continued fighting until he won. In order t
encourage and recognize his bravery, his friends shout
fiXimbutsu muzaya wia ni kupfuka , whi ch
AXi mbutsu my friend, fall

BLAKE, Cecille. Message from the Secretariitl:
UNGEGN Information BulletinNew York, no.
48. 2105. p4.

GHANI, Rusli Abdul; HUSIN, NorhafizaiMohamed.
Place Names: Preserving cultural heritage,
reflecting national identity. Malaysia, 2016. 16pg.
Available onhttps://www.jupem.gov.my

History of Gaza. https://www.gaza.gov.mz/portA
Provincia/Historiade-Gaza

Ministry Of State Administration. Profile of Chibuto
District. Maputo: MAE, 2012. 65f. Available on
http://www.portaldogoverno.gov.mz

UNESCO. Available on
https://uis.unesco.org/en/glossdaeym/cultural

heritage

From that moment, the toponyXimbutsu was used to
highlight the courage of the Chibuto people, creating
certain fear especially in Maputo, where the incident too
place. Thus, for older generations in Mapwnod the
surrounding province, the toponyKimbutsurepresents a
brave and warriclike people, with whom disputes should
be avoided.

Conclusion

The toponynmXimbutsy tied to both the military history and
the bravery of the Ngoni and Ndau people, who during tt
M'fecane period dominated that region, has gained an adc
social and cultural meaning. It not only tells the loca
history, experiences and beliefs, but atsonbolizes the
bravery of the people of the Chibuto district, through thc
s a y iXimbutsé muzaya xiwa ni kupfuka

The toponym also conveys an identity of bravery in different
aspects of life, not being afraid of physical confrontation
when necessary. Its cultural resonance continues in the

15 Bululuani José Machava. Native elder interviewed in Chibuto, in 8 Degree in History from Eduardo Mondlane University, Researcher

2013, by technicians from INGEMO, IP, in field research on the origin and Director of the Central Standardization Services, at the Institute of

and meaning of toponyms of Mozambique Geographical Names of Mozambique, IRnail:
anibaljo2009@gmail.com
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The role ajeographical names in preserving cultural hefitimye Zealand)

Introduction by formal government processes, such as naming reserves,

ew Zealand is a multicultural nation with increasingo@ds and geographical features/places. Oral traditions have
N ethnic and linguistic diversity. The 2023 censuguUrvived despite the introduced European overlay, so that
shows that our populaton of 5 miligdiis knowl edge remains preserved
predominantly New Zealand European at 67.8% with 17.8%h € restoration and/ or corr
M U o8 Rasifika, Asian, Middle Eastern, Latin Americarl@mes are visible and tanggtdctions that connect tangata
and African make up the balance of cultures. whenua (people of the place) and provide a window into the
past enabling a contemporary identity to be built, which in
English is the most wi de [uy helpsste fged intg gndnglusiyecandomped pagonalv J o
second: 213,849 people (4.3%) can have a flueriflentity.
conversatior’The i ncrease in MUorI sgeaker s is the result
of revitalizationinitiatives over the past several decades Jff UNGEGN Bulletin #G@ANGW Zealand sharedestoring_ |
central and local government, as well as many othty€ W Zeal andos origi na.lAndUor |
organizations( f or exampl e Vodaf YNGEEN Bylefin \#63°; New  Zeaglagd shared
campaigh . I n particul ar, t h&eogiapgcalinameg g 'ﬂd!i:?}oés Of thg enyirgngent
(updated in 2016), has been the impetus for Te Taura Wig§her earlier Bulletin arficles from New Zealand offer
i te Reo MUorii (t he MUo r siMilgrinsights igtg geogrerdigahiaging;cenpestions,thag
administer the Act to be instrumental in promoting)elP preserve cultural heritage.
preserving and standardizing the language, running . ) ) )
programmes and publishing materiMany government Te Tiriti o Waitangi (our founding treaty doq__ument_ of 1840 _
agencies uphold the taonga (treasureyeftalizingthe P €t ween over 500 MUori chi
MOOT i | angua g eZ2 LaiddnformationMew Wﬁe@tﬁ |Shraee prlnmples: partnership, participation gnd
Zealand (LINZ)i the government agency administeringou F 0t ection. ~The restoration
national naming authority, the New Zealand Geographf@mes gives mqterlal effetctth_ese three principles, serving
Board Ng J Pou T*%(therBadid), states ik g)tp@s;ﬁveotlae_lr cultural herltage_. The_ names the_mselves
its strategic intentions 2028 0 2 Dur pedple have the offer a_1wmdovv_ into the past by maintaining co_nnectlon and
necessary skills and cap a B8SPringidenty.df yQunagcesipes were thefirstyaepgle to
[tribes], through improved knowledge and understanding &&Me a place or featurevhetheraftean historical event, a
Te Tiriti o Waitangi [the Treaty of Waitangi], tikangas'gn'f'ca”t ancesto_r, a traditional ceremony, or Fo c_it_escrlbe
[protocols] and te re®d MU®PWscalchagersiegigep fhat Inaénﬁoaoﬂpé ﬂgé"ﬁg:"?‘nt
intrinsic heritage value for their descendarish € oar (
Preserving MUorii espedatyuthe |€9iSIaion ingluges g specific purpose for geographic names
intangibles such as tradition, languaged knowledgé has 40 provide the means for appropriate recognition to be
become more deliberate asacerded focyltpral and Refjtgge valugs peseriated Witk s
proactively seeking to festablish their connection to thegeographic features?

whUnua (land) by giving |life back to traditional geog
names along with theirelpedrero (stories). This has bee
17 https://www.stats.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/2@2Rsuspopulation 22From the proverb: Whatungarongar
countsby-ethnicgroupageandMaori-desceriand-dwelling- People come and go, but the land remains
counts/Downloads/202@8ensusationatand-subnationalisually 2National naming authority, oOmemor
residentpopulationcountsanddwelling-counts.xIsx 23

18 https://www.stats.govt.nz/informatieneleases/2028ensus https://www.linz.govt.nz/sites/default/files/corp/Toitu%CC%84%20Te
populationrcountsby-ethnicgroupageandmaoridesceniand %20Whenua%?20Strategic%20Intentions%202823df

dwelling- 24

counts/#:~:text=New%20Zealand's%20population%20continues%20tdttps://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/pubs/Bulletin/lUNGEGN_bulletin_no
%20diversify&text=887%2C493%20people%20(17.8%20percent)%20a66_revised.pdf
5

S,peopl&620(1.9%20percent)%20as%20MELAA 2

19 https://www.thepress.co.nzAmews/350440840/growindiversity https://unstats.un.org/unsd/ungegn/pubs/Bulletin/lUNGEGN _bulletin_no

our-population ._63_22Jun.pdf

20 hittps://www.facebook.com/GrownUpsNZ/videos/say 26

tikahttpswwwsayittikaconz/1474039336012047/ https://www.leqislation.govt.nz/act/public/2008/0030/30.0/DLM106541
9.html
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The importance of cultural heritage is highlighted in one @Ry e u
the five strategic goal s — an
2029 SN IARIES 7K '*

0 UNGEGN has encouraged th
and practices to support the less tangible social concepts
geographical naming. These include connection to pla
through traditional, ancestral, historical, cultural, and‘ {
language associations. Recoging the importance of these Fonc oy
human needs acknowledges a sense of place and \
geographical names matter. Beyond the practical need 1
communicating location identification, geographical name
preserve identity and bel ¢

"
+

§| Chidrens
Baj

In New Zealand, geographical naming might display these
four characteristics:

Akaroa, New Zealand Gazetteer,
https://gazetteer.linz.govt.nz/

1. Or i gi nal migalieny éxploration, conquest,

ceremony, tradition Whareakeake
2. Europeari colonial settlement, discovery, sovereigntyg |, ¢ h e r

conquest, events Whareakeake, likely referencing a house associated with the

3. Contemporary 1 diversity and gender inclusion, 5y eake, a small native tree. In 1998 Whareakeake replaced
commemorative, descriptive the colonial name O6Murderi n

4. Adoptedi names from other languages, cultyr@sd  ,er 4 dispute with whalers/de@ r s / pr ospect i v

events its way to Tasmania, the bri§ophiaput into land onl2

. o . December 1817 andias attacked with three of the cre
No matter what our ethnic origin is, the lesgnding being killed. Ca W' b

) I Ptair}f]ames ell re%ponded urning the
geogra_phlcal names we grekWUithgaWﬁtvi’ll\’%(%t) erg Q5 Th o ©
nonMUor i , are part of our Spee\;esnotnyao pe"‘bhpal o péa’pa T | nea%e
From them we recall our own stories, connectiormsd ’
identities, shaped by having lived, visited, hondayecbresenday noaMU o r i resident s ma
explored or celebrated at those places. We trace ourselVe$; n necti on with the name 6
back to those places evenp;after;, wneove, Jdpaft .| ARG ewrwg'}
individual connections and stories may be different, thep, o ot gi nal MOor i name bui
commonality is in the shared name itself campaign to retain the colonial namgowever, a decade

later the tribe settled their Treaty of Waitangi claim

sout h |l i es anot he

Akarozs grievance with the Crown, making an outright official
For example, Akaroa in the South Island or Te Waipounambange to Whareakeakeit being the only name of 89
is the original MUor i namen€budadsimal i haiet t-damatidiorehsn e m:

Peninsula near Christchurch. The township retains tracedridfe, it was the massacre being commemorated in a
its French heritage from when it waslonizedby French geographical name that was a hurtful and constant reminder
settlers, who called it Port Louis Philippe after their kingf their loss. The restoration offered them healing and

(1830 to 1848). However , trdeanciliation. ghenme sale mdmyosimilar Btarieseof eare a
6l ong harbouro, is presercedflictwas b&tdveemi | IMUog it h
abundant seafood, as well as being a quaint holidegnmemorated in geographical names.

destinatim and a desi r afbklaer omléacheoltdes | i ve. o

equal significance, connectipand identity for both the

French and MUori descendants

27 chrome 2 https://gazetteer.linz.govt.nz/place/15238

extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://unstats.un.org/uf® https://gazetteer.linz.govt.nz/place/7511
sd/ungegn/UNGEGN_ Strategic_Plan_Programme/documents/UNGE https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whareakeake
N_Strategic_%20Plan_%202021_V5.2.pdf
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Hillparke

Establishing a separate and unique identity by naming a
feature or place is common practice, although sometimes the
path to the name becoming official can be lengthy and/or
controversial. For example, a suburb in the city of Auckland
had struggled to assets separate identity for over 60 years
since a housing subdivision had been first developed, being
subsumed within itsieighboringsuburb, Manurew& Its
story derives from 6The Hi
familyéds homestead which hact
in 1925 after a fire, and also references the stands of
regenerated native forest that were retained as parks.
Making OHi | tigheam& i 2021hensuredf itk i
unique connection to the past is preserved, kncawd
celebrated.

Te Puna Roimata P&aak
On a mor e contemporary not

means Ospring of tearso6, i s 3% buhindl Croek, o
in Antarctica. It was officially assigned in 2001 at the site of Pl NS

a plane crash on Mount Erebus in 1979 which killed all 257 Wi G2
onboard. This costmpor ar y MUoOT i geo

metaphorically captures the deep sentiment and sadness’
associated with the catastrophe. Again, preserving the @&
cultural heritage and emotionscognizedht that place.

S Hillbarke ¢
S

)
N

Passchendaele names
In 2018, to mark the centenary of the end of the First World
War, we publishe® 30 stories commemorating people and
events from the war and approved 16 First World War
geographical names as official. Names like Passchendaele
Ridge®, Passchendaele Ice Faldnd Passchendaele P&ak
commemorate one of the most wietlown battlefields in
TePuna Roimata Peak, Mount Erebus memorial cross ~ B€lgium. The Passchendaele campaign left a permanent
koru (coiled fern frond), Daniel O'Sullivan (2009), Ge@Y ~ mark on the New Zealanders who served, and it played a key
ND 3. part in forging our national identity. Like the soldiers who
fought and died, the camais of the First World War will
never be forgotten in New Zealahdommemorated as they

31 https://gazetteer.linz.govt.nz/place/10662 35 https://www.linz.govt.nz/ouwork/newzealandgeographie

32 https://gazetteer.linz.govt.nz/place/59170 board/placenamestories/newzealandsirst-world-war-placenames
33 https://gazetteer.linz.govt.nz/place/28709 36 https://gazetteer.linz.govt.nz/place/54779

34 https://www.linz.govt.nz/ouwork/newzealandgeographie 37 https://gazetteer.linz.govt.nz/place/4498
board/placenamestories/newzealanddirst-world-war-place 38 hitps://gazetteer.linz.qgovt.nz/place/4499

names/campaigns/featureamedafterpasschendaele
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are through memorials and geographical names through
the country.

WW1 through
place names

Te Korowhakaunu / Kanaris Sound, New Zealand Gazett

https://gazetteer.linz.govt.nz/

The France Contingents tour of battlefields in Belgium ¢
part of the World War 100 (WW100) commemorative ever
and programmelmage: New Zealand Defence Force

Summary
These few examples demonstrate the role that geographical
names have in preserving, commemorating, shaang
educating about our cultural heritaigboth indigenous and
Te Korowhakaunu / Kanaris Seund int_roduced. Most of our gec_)graphical names reflet_:t
This dual nameecognizeshe significant and equal cuIturth lstorical naming., predomin
heritage of two different geographical names and th those given by early European settlers. More recent ethnic

fvers n%b w. deservestlusion and remgmtlon in our

r

stories. The MUOori «UalHu o8 ry ggo%rapﬁlc%lsngn{mb N nlzédrqatlon

0;
Manu® is thattTe Korovh\jlhskaunwas %reated b?]/ the greatWe are therefore challenge rtex: zel\/IU or i
navigator ul wh en N € &nf oth e eﬁtly odu c%ltur’es aﬂoclatnéugvta@s
Korowhakaunnu and Moanawheri!0 fg’ ectulade Ierc ffott sBaled
named Te Tapua@MUui . There are nytlgna"t‘dnlt s
MU uU i created the Sound. t states that MUOu i S
over and fell forward, causing both of his arms to
instinctively extend out, creating Te Korowhakaunu and
Moanawhenua PQuri . The s eweadyShanaccount states that T
Korowhakaunu already existedrebatr yt hatr when NMWU iz el ia |
over, his left foot sent water and mud flyjnfprming Taunaha o Aotearoa
Moanawhenua PQuri . Email: wshaw@linz.govt.nz

o _ https://www.linz.govt.nz/ouwvork/newzealand
The name Kanéris is shown on Jules de Blosseville's 182&ngraphieboard

chart asBras Canaris Kanaris is the modern romaad

form of the Greek name and the commonly used spelli Nga Pou
since 2000. Therefore, in 2021 we corrected T Taunaha o
Korowhakaunu/Cunaris Sound to Te Korowhakaunu Aotearoa
Kanaris Sound. A mark of respect for Konstantinos Kanai Eiﬁgfigﬁﬁ‘ém
(c.17931877), a hero of the Greek War of lpeéadence
(1821-1829). IOOyears

® 1924-2024

&

39 hitps://gazetteer.linz.govt.nz/place/59501 40 hitps://kahurumanu.co.nz/atlas
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Preserving Oman's Cultural Heritage through Geographical Names: A Ni
and Global Perspective

Introduction (Ghazal, 2010; Valeri, 2007). Omani toponyms also embody

eographical names are essential indicators of cuItur%‘I”tural and religious S|gn|f|c§1nce, shaped by the forces of Islamic
Gh eritage, reflecting a ¢ BGMWUQW ﬁytbhgatlopagisgn'(pﬁq?}, .ZO&Q’]‘dThG}g £ra ©fp ¢

They link people to their land and help preserve Cu“uréﬁmcbrnlzatlona d the adyent o_f oil discoveries In the 1960s gave
traditions. Their importance has been highlighted throug{l‘g':f to new nan_]esymbohzmgmfrastructural development and
Geographical Indications (Gls), which protect regional produc tional unity (Limbert, 2010).
and support local economies (Gangjee, 2012; Hull, 2014). Gls alsg
bolster cultural identity by enhancing commurigyritory
connectims, thus nurturing a "social imaginary" that maintain
heritage (Coombe et al.,, 2014p. 208219). Traditional
toponyms encapsulate historical land use and dialects, mak
their preservation vital for cultural continuity (Bozzini et al.
2013). However,modernizationand cultural homogenization
threaten these names, prompting initiativestiteeUnited Nations
Group of Experts on Geographical NamddNGEGN) to
advocate for theirstandardizationas part of global cultural
heritage. This article investigates how managing and document
geographical names can promote cultural resilience a
sustainability.

UNGEGNOGs Strategic Pl &

and Language Recognition

The UNGEGN Resolutions VIII/9 and X/3 advocate for the

internationaktandardizationf geographical nomenclature, which

is crucial for cartographic representation, effective

communication, and the preservation of cultural identity.
Resolution VIII/9 promotes the standardisation of place names,

Geographical Names as Cultural Heritage whereas Resolution X/3 underscores the irgrare of employing
Geographical names preserve cultural heritage and continuj cal endonyms to honour indigenous cultures (Perko et al., 2017).

L . L . ese resolutions significantly support international commerce,
establishing connections between historicgarratives and 9 y supp

contemporary practices. Geographical Indications (GlIs) prote(%:(t)w"mmemaI operatisn and emergency response units by

regional products and bolster local economies (Gangjee, pofpcouraging uniformity in geographical names and enhancing

Hull, 2014). Traditional place names, or toponyms, represes atial data infrastructures (SDIs) (Monten, 2006). The Sultanate

historical landutilization and are integral to cultural preservation0 Oman actively engages with these resolutions through

necessitating digital documentation for the benefit of futur’ganshteratlon initiatives linking Arab and English, to enhance

generations (Bozzini et al, 2013[rganizations such as accessibility while safeguarding cultural heritage (Kharusi &

UNGEGNstandardizeomenclature to uphold cultural values an(ﬁalman, 2011). Omani toponyms reflect the nation's cultural

enhance global discourse (Perko et al., 2017). In theexbof hi:gggg iar;(tjios?/%e as(;esa ifr?iﬁgt.\?fscglt#:al ux: ?s'osrggzein?gams'[
Oman, traditionaltoponymsr ef | ect t he nat Lo nmur] tthl‘? ¥y /¢S 2§iNg pol

S Lo . . cpmprehensive development ffameworks (Shueili & Mubarak,
cultural and historical identity, influenced by Islamic heritage al 15)
interactions with East Africa. Nomenclature derived from Swalhifi ’
and African languages, attributable to trade routes predominantly

through Zanzibar, exep | i fi es Omands cosmopolitan character
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UNGEGN Resolutions VIII/9 and X/3: The & Nasir, 2008). Furthermore, Omani toponyms unify many
ural_ components, fostering tourism and aiding in

~ t
Sultanate of Omanos g#/@)r%eﬂta cbhsenvation by designating locatiohsotable
UNGEGN Resolutions VIII/9 and X/&mphasizethe critical ecological importance (Gebauer et al., 2007; Searle, 2014).
significance of standardizing geographical nomenclature for Hjstorical irrigation systems, such as the falaj networks, have been
facilitating effective communication and preserving culturajecognised as UNESCO World Heritage sites, integral to
heritage. These resolutions advocate for economic and soggktainable water management and economic development (Helmi
advancement by enhancing geospatial data integration a@dNash, 2007). Preserving these names is imperative for
optimizingglobal addressing systems (Perko et al., 2017; Coetzggtecting cultural heritage, environmental stewardship, and
et al.,, 2008). The participation of Oman in these resolutioRgstainable socieconomicadvancement
signifies a dedication tdvarmonizingmodernizationwith the
preservation of cultural &htity, employing a streamlined C e .
transliteration system for tourismelated materials to ensure ReV|ta“Z|ng the Workmg Group on
accessibility for individuals who do not speak Arabic (Kharusi &seographical Names as a Cultural Heritage
Salman, 2011). Incorporating these initiatives into nationgihey rejuvenated the UNGEGN Working Group on Geographical
planning frameworks seeks to recdacultural heritage with the Names, as Cultural Heritage is integral to preserving cultural
imperatives ofmodernizatior(Shueili & Mubarak, 2015). identity and historical continuity. Geographical names function as
indicators of cultural heritage, encapsulating various regions'
historical, social, and political narratives. They are crucial in
safeguarding cultural diversity and are pivotaldecolonizing
place names within posblonial frameworks (Uluocha, 2015).
The initiatives undertaken by UNGEGN advocate for inclusive
methodolgies thatecognizethe cultural importance of minority
nomenclature, thereby fostering tourism and economic
advancement (Cvijil & Guzijan,
revitalized UNGEGN Working Group helps to enhance
navigational efficacy, facilitate the establishmehst@andardized
names, and contribute to a comprehensive geographical database
(Nabhani& Nasir, 2008). Strategic planning and the involvement
of stakeholders are imperative for Oman to safeguard its heritage
while promoting socigeconomic development.

Their History
Omani toponyms serve as essential cultural indicators that link
Omani populace to their profound historical narratives, cultu
legacy, and socipolitical progression. These toponyms| ; _ !
encapsul ate historical and q , Wt i n g
erstwhile trade routes and sophisticated water managemgq : —, )
practices, which have been indispensable for the sustenanc
agriculture in its arid climate (Kharusi & Salman, 2011, 2015)
The Omani Renaissance has significantly emphasised tf
preservation of hiage, wherein place names contribute to the
maintenance of cultural identity and the resistance again
homogenisation. Nevertheless, the standardisation of these
designations presents considerable challenges due to linguistic
heterogeneity, with transfiration issues stemming from the

phonological discrepancies between Arabic and English (Nabhani

UNGEGN Information Bulletin No68 | Decembef024| Page43



INFORMATION BULLETIN

References

Al-Haj, A. J. (1996).The politics of participation in the Gulf
Cooperation Council States: The Omani consultive
Council. Middle EastJournal

Al-Hamdani, I. (2019)Towards sustainable urban waterfronts in
the Middle East: assessing the role of cultural heritage in the
redevelopment of Port Sultan Qaboos in Oman

Al-Lawati, B. (2012)The development of an adaptive
environment (framework) to assist the teaching, learning and
assessment of geography within the Omani secondary
education system

Al-Nahdi, Y. R. N. (2016)Barriers to Omanisation: Analysis and
Policy Recommendations

Besnard, B. (2020Architecture vernaculaire de terre et
®vacuation des eaux. £Etudes
I 6 Oman et perspectives
https://doi.org/10.35562/FRONTIERES.415

Bozzini, C., Conedera, M., & Krebs, P. (2013). A new tool for
facilitating the retrieval and recording of the place name
cultural heritagelSPRS - International Archives of the
Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial Information
Sciences https://doi.org/10.5194/ISPRSARCHIVESE. -5-

W2-1152013
Buerkert, A., Luedeling, E., Dickhoefer, U., Lohrer, K., Mershen,
Conclusion B., Schaeper, W., Nagieb, M., & Schlecht, E. (2010).

Preserving geographical names in Oman is crucial for maintaining Prospects of mountain ecotourism in Oman: the example of
cultural heritage amidst modernization. Translating Arabic names AS Sawjarah on Al Jabal al Akhdalournal of Ecotourism

to English presents accessibility challenges, reflecting the tension hitps://doi.org/10.1080/14724040902803404

between modern development and cultural preservaticeeasin ~ Castellote, J., Huerta, J., Pescador, J., & Brown, M. (2018yns

urban projects like Port Sultan Qaboos -(Amdani, 2019). conquer: a gamified application to collect geographical
Protecting Omanés geol ogi cal shames@ernaclgrpamesfoponyms)e Semai | Oph
is vital for cultural and environmental conservation (Searle, 20143hatty, D. (2013)Negotiating Authenticity and Translocality in
While Omanés advanced cmewdakar alOMaeritd§e& phlBeseiti dnanpesno o
are in place (Gugolz, 1996), the challenge remains to balance hitps://doi.org/10.1007/9784-007-6821-5_8

modernizationwith cultural identity preservation, ensuring thatCoetzee, S., Cooper, A. K., Lind, M., Wells, M., Yurman, S.,

Omands heritage is sustained aWMlsdE. Guffhs, &. &NichalsgneM. (2008J.owards an
international address standard

Coombe, R. J., lves, S., & Huizenga, D. (2014). Geographical

Nuha Hamed Al Subhi Indications: The Promise, Perils and Politics of Protecting
Oman National Hydrographic OffiGeMuscati Sultanate of PlaceBased ProductSocial Science Research Network
Oman https://doi.org/10.2139/SSRN.2644494

Email: n-alsubhi@hotmail.com Covarrubia, P. (2019%eographical Indications of traditional

handicrafts: a cultural element in a predominantly economic
activity. https://doi.org/10.1007/S4034® 9008163

Cvijil, s., & Cuwwa ang kistorical Beritage:2 0 1
an asset for city branding.
https://doi.org/10.2298/SPAT1330023C

Dauletova, V., Rawas, S. A., Rawas, E. A., Balushi, A. A,
MAMARK, S. A., & Busaidi, A.
do it: A conflict management model i®@man.Conflict
Resolution Quarterlyhttps://doi.org/10.1002/crq.21422

ErRss, C. (2017). Politics of
local heritage in the contested urban space of
OradeaHungarian Geographical Bulletin

https://doi.org/10.15201/HUNGEOBULL.66.4.6

Funsch, L. P. (2015fetting the Stage: Oman P187Q
https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137502018 3

Gangjee, D. (2012). Geographical Indications and Cultural
Heritage.Social Science Research Network

UNGEGN Information Bulletin No68 | Decembef024| Paged4


mailto:n-alsubhi@hotmail.com
https://doi.org/10.35562/FRONTIERES.415
https://doi.org/10.5194/ISPRSARCHIVES-XL-5-W2-115-2013
https://doi.org/10.5194/ISPRSARCHIVES-XL-5-W2-115-2013
https://doi.org/10.1080/14724040902803404
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-6821-5_8
https://doi.org/10.2139/SSRN.2644494
https://doi.org/10.1007/S40319-019-00810-3
https://doi.org/10.2298/SPAT1330023C
https://doi.org/10.1002/crq.21422
https://doi.org/10.15201/HUNGEOBULL.66.4.6
https://doi.org/10.1057/9781137502018_3

INFORMATION BULLETIN

Gebauer, J., Luedeling, E., Hammer, K., Nagieb, M., & Buerkeftjartinez, P. F. (2022). Cultivating the Past, Living the Modern:
A. (2007). Mountain oases in northern Oman: An The Politics of Time in the Sultanate of OmB8ustan:
environment for evolution and in situ conservation of plant Middle East Book Review
genetic resource§enetic Resources and Crop Evolution https://doi.org/10.5325/bustan.13.2.0206

https://doi.org/10.1007/S1074306-92052 Mikesy, G. (2023). Two groups of place names preserving
Gugolz, A. (1996). The Protection of Cultural Heritage in the Hungarian cultural heritag€@noma
Sultanate of Omarnternational Journal of Cultural https://doi.org/10.34158/onoma.58/2023/6

Property. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0940739196000069 Monten, L. (2006). Geographical Indications of Origin: Should
Helmi, T., & Nash, H. (2007)The social importance and They Be Protected and Why? An Analysis of the Issue from
continuity of falaj use in northern oman the U.S. and EU Perspectiv&anta Clara High Technology

Herzen, A., & Herzen, O. (2023). Toponymic approach to the Law Journal
geographicatesearch of cultural heritage: The cases of thrddabhani, A., & Nasir, Y. bin H. bin. (2008yhe role and
Moldavian placesOnoma standardisation of geographical names on maps: Oman as a
https://doi.org/10.34158/onoma.58/2023/9 case study

Hull, G. (2014). Cultural Branding, Geographic Source Indicatofdaqvi, S. J., & AlShihi, H. (2009).M-Government Services
and CommodificationSocial Science Research Network Initiatives in Omanlssues in Informing Science and
https://doi.org/10.2139/SSRN.1932981 Information Technologyhttps://doi.org/10.28945/1100

Kareem, asana Abdulrahman. (20IB)e geographical names of Pagouni, C., Anastasiou, D., Liberi, A., Vouklari, E., & Pagounis,
provinces in iraqhttps://doi.org/10.25156/PTJ.2018.8.3.275 V. (2024).Geospatial tools for the study and documentation

Kauppinen, T., Henriksson, R., Sinkkild, R., Lindroos, R., of the communal cultural heritage in mountainous and
Vaatainen, J., & Hyvonen, E. (200&)ntologybased isolated areas. the case study of dolo pogoniou
disambiguation of spatiotemporal locations https://doi.org/10.61892/stp202401069p

Kauppinen, T., Vaatéinen, J., & Hyvonen, E. (20@}pating and Perko, D., Jordan, P., & Komac, B. (201Exonyms and other
using geospatial ontology time series in a semantic cultural geographical nameécta  Geographica  Slovenica
heritage portal https://doi.org/10.1007/978-540-68234 https://doi.org/10.3986/AGS.4891
9 11 Santoro, E. (2017). The acquisition, production and dissemination

Kayigema, J. L. (2021). Cultural and Historical Preservation of geospatial data for emergency management and
Through Onomastic Materials: A Case of Toponyms and preservation of culturalheritagelSPRS - International

Anthroponyms in Kinyarwanddnternational Journal of Archives of the Photogrammetry, Remote Sensing and Spatial
Literature and Arts Information Sciences https://doi.org/10.5194/ISPRS
https://doi.org/10.47742/IJBSSR.V2N8P1 ARCHIVES-XLII -5-W1-15-2017

Kenoyer, J. M. (2022Prehistoric Interactions between OmanSearle, M. P. (2014)Pr eser vi ng Omanbds ge
and the Indus Civilization: Projecting the Past in the Present  proposal for establishment of World Heritage Sites, National
https://doi.org/10.3366/edinburgh/9781474493468.003.0003 GeoParks and Sites of Special Scientific Interest

Khan, G. M., & Almoharby, D. (2007). Towards enhancing (SSSI).Geological Society, London, Special Publications

entrepreneurship  development in  omdournal of https://doi.org/10.1144/SP392.2
Enterprising Culture Shueili, A., & Mubarak, K. S. (2015Yowards a sustainable
https://doi.org/10.1142/S0218495807000198 urban future in Oman: problem and process analysis (Muscat

Kharusi, N. S., & Salman, A. (2015). In Search of Water. as a case study)
Hydr ol ogi cal Ter msNames: AQouraah &JisiocHap N.oQ@. y(2085Decolonizing placenames: Strategic

of Onomastics imperative for preserving indigenous cartography in post

https://doi.org/10.1179/00277738147.00000000094 colonial Africa https://doi.org/10.5897/AJHC2015.0279
Klinar, K., & Gergil, M. ( 2 OVWy4,) M. VT (2a06)iThei legalagdrotettionu &f egeographieals a

of cultural heritageActa Geographica Slovenica indications

https://doi.org/10.3986/AGS54409 Zbuchea, A. (2014). Territorial Marketing Based on Cultural

Klinger, T. (201%)a.m®hnea ge mernd n diertageRodat SciencerResearch Network
a OmanChroniques Yémeénites
https://doi.org/10.4000/CY.4241

UNGEGN Information Bulletin No68 | Decembef024| Page45


https://doi.org/10.1007/S10722-006-9205-2
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0940739196000069
https://doi.org/10.34158/onoma.58/2023/9
https://doi.org/10.2139/SSRN.1932981
https://doi.org/10.25156/PTJ.2018.8.3.275
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-540-68234-9_11
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-540-68234-9_11
https://doi.org/10.47742/IJBSSR.V2N8P1
https://doi.org/10.3366/edinburgh/9781474493468.003.0003
https://doi.org/10.1142/S0218495807000198
https://doi.org/10.1179/0027773814Z.00000000094
https://doi.org/10.3986/AGS54409
https://doi.org/10.4000/CY.4241
https://doi.org/10.5325/bustan.13.2.0206
https://doi.org/10.34158/onoma.58/2023/6
https://doi.org/10.28945/1100
https://doi.org/10.61892/stp202401069p
https://doi.org/10.3986/AGS.4891
https://doi.org/10.5194/ISPRS-ARCHIVES-XLII-5-W1-15-2017
https://doi.org/10.5194/ISPRS-ARCHIVES-XLII-5-W1-15-2017
https://doi.org/10.1144/SP392.2
https://doi.org/10.5897/AJHC2015.0279

INFORMATION BULLETIN

Qalhat and Mirbat the two Geographical Names as Cultural Hbetage ir
Sultanate of Oman

NESCO defines world heritage as "the designation f@alhati s one of Omands maj or ar ch.
places on Earth that hold outstanding universal valuetiat spans from the 11th and 12th centuries up to the 16th century
hile it defines culture as a collection of unique spiritualAD. |t s i mportance is noted in

material, intellectual, and emotional traits of a society dristory and trade, particularly during the time it serasda twin
social group. These traits can manifest in forms such as ampital of the Hormuz kingdom from the 13th to the 15th centuries.
literature, lifestyles, communal living, traditions, and beliefsAfter it was abandoned in the late 16th century, the town remained
Thus, tangible cultural heritage encompasses monuments, urbatouched under its ruins, covering 35 hectares, surrounded by
sites, archaeological locations, and artworks that convey afuitress walls. Therefore, Qalhat is a unique iretar of this
pregrve a society's cultureharacteristiod its spiritual, material, period, especially since the ancient city of Hormuz has since been
intellectual, and emotional dimensions. completely destroyed.

Geographical names also reflect the story of humanity, makidgl t hough Qal hat is known as on
them part of our cultural heritage through human life and activitis largely due to the Bibi Maryam mausoleum, the only surviving
The Sultanate of Oman, rich in history and cultural diversity, iImonument at the site. This mausoleum, a fine example of medieval
home to numerous geographical names that reveal itshpashg  Islamic architecture, sits at the foot of the mountain albegtd

these Qalhat and Mirbat stand out as important culturatoastal path from Sur to Qurayyat and was an essential stop for
landmarks. These names do more than identify locations; thegvelers. However, few people knew about the city itself, whose
encapsulate the histories, traditions, and identities of the peoplins lay between the mausoleum and the sea.

who have inhabited these areasdenturies The archaeological site of Qalhat is a UNESCO World Heritage

) ) ) Site because it has wglteserved ruins, including parts of a
Qalhat: A Historical Port City mosque and the layout of the ancient town. The cultural heritage
Located on the eastern coast of Oman, Qalhat iskmellvn for  of Qalhat can be seen not only in its buildings but also in thiesto
its history as a port city. Once an important center for tradend traditions passed down through generations. These stories
connecting Oman to East Africa, Persia, and India. The namaderscore how important Qalhat was as a center for cultural
"Qalhat" likely comes from the Arabic woeda |, ndeaning "fort,” exchange and its role D ma ma@mdtimenhistory.
reflecting its role as a fortified settlement.

Mirbat: A Cultural richness

A cultural and historical gem in Dhofar, Oman, Mirbat lies 74
kilometers from the city of Salalah, and is one of the most
important historical cities in the Dhofar Governorate. Situated in
the Sahl Samhan plain, it overlooks the coast. The name "Mirbat"
is derived from the Arabic word meaning "place of gathering,"
reflecting its historical role as a trading post. Mirbat was famous
for its horse breeding and exportation to various Arab and Islamic
ports and cities, as well as for its trade in frankincenseodmer
handicrafts. The city is also known for its natural beauty, with
several beaches and bays that are popular tourist attractions.

aj|6j6|6|6/6)|6|6

Ancient city of Qalhat, World Heritage Online map platfor

In medieval timesQalhatwas an important trading town along the &
sea routes of the Indian Ocean. Many key cities grew along t
worl dés coastlines, especi al
those in the Indian Ocean. The trade routes connecting Afric
India, and Arabia weresi gni fi cant al on
particularly near the city of Sur. Qalhat became a successfi:
seaport in the 12th century, with its golden age occurring in th
13th and 14th centuries when it was an important political al _
administrative center. This meggd port was the main trading hub ’ '

on Omands coast and a cruci al s tRI@oopMirbag spwce OmaniNews pdenCive e n |
Persia, and the Gulf.
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Mirbat is famous for its traditional architecture, including thé&hese geographical names have also been preserved in the
iconic Mirbat Fort, which stands as a testament to the towdisy dr ogr aphi ¢ memory of Omanés
strategic importance in the past. The fort, along with other histoticat there are many historical navigational charts that include the
buildings, showcases the craftsmanship and architectylakst geographical names of Qalhat and Mirbat. Studying these
that have evolved oveenturies historical map provides details of periods worthy of-depth
study i n the t Waitageandinmarine histotyi e s 6

Conclusion
In summary, Qalhat and Mirbat represent more than just
geographical pl ace names; they

heritage. These names reflect the rich history, diverse influences,
and lively traditions of the Sultanate of Oman. It is important to
acknowledge the cultural importance of these geographical names
to ensure they continue to be a source of pride and identity for all
Omanis. Preserving the heritage of Qalhat and Mirbat honors the
past and demonstrates a commitment to the future, promating
deeper understanding of Omanoés

Fatma Mubarik Humaid Aldairi
Nautical ChartProduction

The Cultural and Hydrographic Importance SggnNational Hydrographic Office

. Email: FATMA.ALDAIRI@mod.gov.om
Geographical Names
The geographical names of Qalhat and Mirbat form vital links t

the past, embodying the historical narratives and cultural identiti
of their regions. These names are essential to understanding
social and economic dynam_|cs that have shaped Oman twver | Axelle Rougeulle, Thomas Creissen, Vladimir Dabrows
years. They reflect interactions between different cultures arn Fabien Lesguer, Anais Marrast, et @alhat, a Medieval
communities, highlighting the importance of preserving sucl Port City of Om,an' . Fieid o Ruins: to UNESC
names as part of . Oma n os 1N ta Axelle Rougeulle. Qalhat, a Medieval Port City of Ome
protect and promote the cultural heritage associated with Qalh From a Field of Ruins to UNESCO, Archaeopre
and Mirbat are of paramount|  acpaeoiogy, ppdll, 2023, 978803275932 |P 1 d

changing world. Initiatives by the Omani government, in 8510.32028/9781803275982hal04265766
conjunction with local communities, aim to raise awareness of th Ermerti AM, et al. 2019. Geoarchaeological Evidence for,

significance of these names and their historical context Decline of the Medieval City of Qalhat, Oman. Op
Educational progams, cultural festivals and heritage preservatior Quaternary 5 3 op i 1;1 bOI'

Ef f

projects play a vital role in ensuring that future generation JIdni
appreciate and preserve the legacy of Qalhat and Mirbat. hitps://doi.org/10.5334/0q.56

United Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Nan
Cantile, A., Kerfoot, H., Calvarin, E., Cantile, A., Cas
L., Jordan, P., Kerfoot, H., Nilsson, L., Nocentini, A
Palagiano, C., & Torensjd, A. C. (2015). Place name
intangible cultural heritagdn Accademia della Crusce
Government of the Tuscany Region, Italian Geograp
Military Institute, Accademia della Crusca, & Unite
Nations Group of Experts on Geographical Nam
International Scientific SymposiutGMI - Firenze.
https://www.igmi.org/++theme++igm/toponomastica/Pla
ce%20names%20Symposium%202015.pdf

What is Cultural Heritage? (n.d.). Whose Culture? Retrieved
September 24, 2024, from
https://projects.iq.harvard.edu/whoseculture/wihatld-

heritage
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Role of Geographical Names in Preserving Cultural Heritage of the Rus
Federation

Russian Federation on Cultyrapproved by the Supreme( s ts iy ls @istHeA/plgeRiver got its name from the culture and
Council of the Russian Federation on October 9, 1992, fituals of the ancient Slavs (the Kostroma holiday is very
36121, toponyms are classified as cultural values. Geographicajnificant in Slavic mythology). In the culture of the Khakass
names have been formed over the centuries in close connecpeople there has long been a legend about the eviHseTag
with the lives of the peoples inhabiting Russia. ( m Ote Gn Rusdigny j te dzO win Ehgligh®@lack Mountain)
o L . . .. who liveson mountaidar a Ti gwdc jARejiding®to
Russiels s miinaionl st e ensned 1 e Corsiuiontiverion, nename e Giyah e 1110 g 01 3 K n v
: ’ %glish:BIack Mountain Cityame from this legend. According

territory of the Russian Federation, mcl_udmg |nd|genp U8 another version, the name of the city is associated with the trade
minorities an.d. autochthonous peoples. Thel_r C"?‘“S' creanwtgf coal mining, which has long been carried out in this area. The
national traditions, trades, languages and historical events A ement oﬂ"r oitskaya Goria Englishtd'mm Cow
naturally reflected in toponyms. The peculiarities of the cultur; untain)in the Leningrad Region, traces its history back to the

223 kt)ggz O:r;hrﬁ g?]?:ipelﬁf g:nz:sﬁ::;eaiéveegl iégei:g:ln;; g; crap ﬁity Church, a cultural object of Christian beliefs. Since ancient
! times, temples in Russihave traditionally been built on an

settlement_s, rivers, lakes a_nd othgr geographlcall fgatur ﬁevated place, so the name "Trinity Mountain" has taken root
Examples include settlements in Russia whose names indicate the .

X L . ajnong local residents.
economic activities (crafts and trades) of the local population, suc
as the city oKolomna( s s dzts tgc#®d near Moscow (where
stonecutting was once prevalent); the city dfovokuznetsk
(1 9 ¢ Iz locpdy @ )the Kemerovo region Kuzbass
( s L Hvihéydnolacksmithing was widespread); and the village
of Zhostova| r ts M Is iv thésNloscow region (where painted tin
trays ae made) and many others.

According to theFundamentals ofLegislation of the association. According to one version, the city Kidstroma

|l 2f AR 2F GKS {f
https://shedevrum.ai

According to the Strategy of the State National Policy of the
Russian Federation for the period up to 2025, and according to
official data from the Institute of Linguistics of the Russian
Academy of Sciences, approximately 277 languages and dialects
) o ' are ugd throughout Russia. The Russian Federation guarantees all
Representatives of indigenous peoples of th its peoples, regardless of their number, equal rights to the
northern regions of Russia. Photo: A. Suloev  preservation and comprehensive development of their native
language, freedom of choice, and use of the language of
Also, among the toponyms of Russia, there are often nanf&mmunication.
associated with national characteristics and beliefs of the peoplege |inguistic diversity of the numerous peoples of the Russian
The village of Terloy ( u § tc datifie)Chechen Republic, for pederation is widespread and is reflected in toponyms. For
example, is named _after one of _the nine Chectukm_ur_ns example, the village o¥ e r y ak u's h i in(the Nighng " d
(traditional unions ofaipes- communities). The Checheaip is Novgorod region owes its name to the language of the Mordovian

a unit of organization of the people, sdtermined by the hegple where the wortere” means'upper, and'kushi” means
common origin of its members, a territorial and/or trlbaP
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"glade", so in translation from the language of the Mordoviad b o d i m (afs®peesedvedhe linguistic characteristics of the
people the name of the village"ldpper Glade® peoples of Russia.

Thenameol. ake Bai kal i0 &heraidtas several ¢ O
versions of its origin. In the Buryat langudggaigal” (from "bai"
meaning "stand" and "gal" meaning "fire") signifies "fire-
breathing mountain"with legends among the Buryats that the
lake was formed on the site of a volcano. The Yakuts have a
similar namei "Baigal" which translates assea" or "deep
waters', while the Turkic language borrowed the name of the lake
from the Buryats and adapted it to their languagéBas-Kel",

which translates asrich lake", indicating its abundant fish
resources

City of craftsmen Kolomna. Photo: A. Slonitskay

Mur mansk (,[the dalg@stizijt@ jn the northwest of
Russia, has the sound of the Sami language in its name
means sea, aritina" means the landSea Land'is an accurate
and capacious name, taking into account the natural location of
this beautiful seaside settlement.

Olkhonlslandon LakeBaikal.Qustomof indigenous
peoplego tie on treesribbonsasan offeringto local
spirits. Photo: S. Filin

e
=

Russi ads | ar @as myrpe ( ha? wieml)
hypotheses about the origin of its toponym. The most common
version is that its name is Evenk in origin, from the ancient
Tungusic"tamura” (meaning"valuable, expensive, rich') the

first name the Evenks used wasa i my r a Ri ver, (toj
due to its abundance in fish. In the XIX century, this name spread
to the entire peninsula. In translation from the Nganasan language,
"tai mire" means'deer trails" or "country of deer tracks"

L=
"]

Traditional crafts of the village of Zhostovo (Zhosto
painted tin tray). Photo: Zhostovo Factory LLC In the Russian Federation there are numerous toponyms associated

with historical events or with the names of the heroes of such

events, which is an integral part of the culture of the Russian

In the Volga region, Slavic and p&iavic names of geographical people.

objects prevail. For example,he Char dym Ri ve
flows in the north and central part of the Saratov region and joi

the Volga River. The nam@hardym Rivetranslates asorest

River", and is based on the word of the Mari languadeerda”

Egr eg(amﬂ)le t%e names of the %eroes of the Great Patriotic War
and their feats are preserved forever in toponyms throughout the
territory of the Russian Federation, suchMmsunt Masalovand
unt Voloshinan the Kemerovo region (Kuzbas§)ape Izmail

meaning'forest". Other examples, such as the settlement nam
Uzen (uvLjdg), Bikley (1d6¢dj 'd“"”'ttBeL”H“?zraé“e'o %%’B n the Bage
(1 0dOCts C0O) , Bakur (10Skt), |

gxclu IVF G? @)O&QL?G; of Ame SI n
%9 dmir Mountamn
(¢sCO0LORK AOkEOHOL) , Altata theédﬁa alin reg| nAfanasy eIob oro O\and?kgn Shkadov,

UNGEGN Information Bulletin No68 | Decembef024| Page49



INFORMATION BULLETIN

banks within the internal sea waters of the Russian Federation ane also focused anforming the population abouothnew and
many others. historical place names.

Mo unt S GiE Engliéh;NHE) is the highest mountain on The availability of information about toponyms through digital

the northern island of thBlovaya Zemlya archipelagdt was sources undoubtedly contributes to their study, revealing linguistic
named in 1958 in honor of the Northern Hydrographic Expediticend cultural features from interactions among different ethnic
(djo]jtodBAMHESEtOW dyj M Ow 1 € frpfowps. Thig digitgl accesalsavtidgestthe past of the people with
commemorates the expediti on thepresentgncreasirgtthe mterestcamongt ybuaeg people in their f
several decades, making a significant contribution to the studyto$tory and cultural heritage.

the Arctic territories.

Diana Ismailova

Head of Department of Geodesy and Cartography of the Federal
Service for State Registration, Cadastre and Cartography
(Rosreestr)

Email: ismailova_dg@rosreestr.ru

Antonina Gordeeva

Deputy Head of Division on Geographical Objects Naming of
Department of Geodesy and Cartography

of the Federal Service for State Registration, Cadastre and
Cartography (Rosreestr)

Email: inter-dep@rosreestr.ru

1. Constitution of the Russian Federation (adopted
] o popular vote on December 12, 1993, with amendme

National dance of indigenous peoples of the North approved during the nationwide vote on July 1, 2020);
Caucasus of Russia. Photo: Caucasian dance ensemble

2. Fundamentals dfegislation of the Russian Federation (

The city of Gagarin in the Smolensk region is named after it Culture (adopted by the Supreme Soviet of the Rus

native Yuri Alekseevich Gagarin, the first person in world histor, Federation on October 9, 1992, N 36l)2

to make an orbital space flight. 3. Law of the Russian Federation dated October 25, 1¢
Summarizing the practice of reflecting historical, social, linguistic N 18071 Aion the Lan o Wl

and ethnecultural features in geographical names of Russia, Russian Federationo;

should be noted that the value of toponyms is undeniable. TH 4 pecree of the President of the Russian Federation d

play an important role in the formation of national and December 19, 2012, N 166
consequently, linguistic consciousness. They consolidate so( AoOn the Strategy of t he

and hisorical experience, store and broadcast cultur Russian Federation for tlhe
information.

) ) 5. State Catalogue of Geographical Names.
Studying and documenting toponyms can open access

information about registered geographical names that reflect {
creativity, historical evenfsand linguistic origins of different
cultural groups. This contributes to the understanding of histot
linguistics and ethnography, thereby increasing interest in th
development of new tourist routes.

GivenRussi® s di v er s, spegrlbattemtiormis placed on
preservinghistorical toponyms, highlighting the peculiarities of
life, activity, andtraditions of people living irach region. Efforts
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Slovenian Geographical Names as Cultural Heritage

Government Commission for the It turns out that, in addition to their identification function,
S dardi . @ hical N geographical names have many other functions, such as
tanaardization eographical Names nominative, differentiative (distinguishing and characterizing),

between the Alps, the Pannonian Basin, the Dinarides, agological furctions. One of the most important functions is their

he Mediterranean Sea. This is also reflected in i§enotative role, signifying a particular place with which it is
geographical names. The settlement of the Slavs in the Eastgghrly associated.

Alps in the sixth century laid the foundation for the modern corpus
of geographical names. Of course, this area was not devoid@gographical names are therefore much more than just the
names before then. The ethnic groups that lived there earligigntification of a geographical feature in space because they have
passed through, or dwelt next to the area, also left linguistic tradesltifaceted meanings due to their diverse etymology, their
in geograptial names. The influences on modern Slovenian plag@ming motivation, and all other functions. It is therefore not
names are therefore divided into substrate effectsQfardc), surprisng that UNESCO adopted th&€onvention for the
adstrate effects (from neighboring languages followingafeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritag®©ctober 2003,
Christianization in the ninth century), and superstrate effects (fronhich recognizes language as the bearer of this heritage and thus
the language®f those that settled within or on the edge of€eographical names as an inalienable part of a language.
contiguous Slovenian territory).othpared to names of Slavic
origin, few place names have a proven substrate origin, with m
found in ancient sources. The adstrate influences are divided i

Sovenia is a distinctly transitional area, given its locatioRonnotative (marking), social, emotive, descriptive, and

d tthe past decade in Slovenia, the greatest attention has been
voted to the study of microtoponyms, especially house and field

Romance and Barian, while superstrate influences includd'@mes. This work has been systematically carried out by the

Ecclesiastical Latin, Tyrolean, Hungarian, South Slavic, and, moggographer Klemen Klinar, who, together with his coIIeagues_, has
rarely, Romance. developed methods for studying these names. Work began in the

Upper Carniola region and has so far collected over 15,000 house
Geographical names of Slavic origin and names originating fron@mes. Another important aspect of research on microtoponyms
the influences of other languages mentioned above, form tieSlovenia is the dialectal forms of names; Slovenian is one of the
corpus of geographical names in Slovenia. The register mfo st di alectally diverse | angu
geographical names includes names for more than 127,008 focused on this particular aspect. Representatives of the
geographical featers and about 16, 000 Hlevenas ethmia migarity & Agstrianv Garinthia, 6irs particular
borders. This shows that the area inhabited by ethnic Slovenidgrtina Piko Rustia, have also contributed to collecting and

is larger than the current political borders of Slovenia. Significastudying field names. In total, more than 12,000 field names in
changes in this area were brought about by the peace treaties &fgper Carniola and Austrian Carinthia have been systematically
the Firg and Second World Wars. Linguistic communities outsideecorded. This research led to Slovenian house and field names
Slovenia still exist today in Italy, Austria, and Hungary. As part deing listed in the UNESCO National Inventory of Intangible
the Slovenian language, Slovenian geographical names playgwitural Heitage in Austria in 2010, as reported by the Austrian
special role in preserving cultural heritage, particularly as tikelegate Peter Jordan at the 2017 UNGEGN conference.

language is increasingly threatened by assimilation processes

outside Slovenia.

Even in the recent history of Slovenia, geographical names wg
not always safe from various influences and enforced chang
After the First World War, when the western part of preskayt
Slovenia was annexed to Italy under the London Agreement,
names in this area were Italianized. After the Second World Wa
however, the communist government that ruled Yugoslavia at t
time was very intensely involved in changing place names. Aft
a new law was implemented, 114 settlement names that did
correspnd to the spirit of the communist era were changed. The
were mainly names associated with the Christian tradition, na
from German or Italian, and names associated with feudalism.

Postwar border changes left two recognized ethnic minoritie
Italian and Hungarian, in Slovenia. The Slovenian constitution a
the law guarantee them the use of their own language and thus ,se name sign on a house in Lesce, Upper Carniol:

bilingual geographical names. t K2G2Y alial® DSNDASG
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Over the past three years, researchers from ZRC SAZU, the Anton
Mel i k Geographical Institute,
Slovenian Language have applied the methods above to study field
names in the Raba Valley, along the Raba River in Hunganyeh

to ethnic Slovenians who were left in Hungary after the Treaty of
Trianon. 350 field names were collected and analyzed in seven
settlements, which are officially bilingual or trilingual. Gabor
Mikesy, a member of the Hungarian Committee for the
Standadization of Geographical Names, took part in the research.

This was an excellent example of crimsder cooperation
between two UNGEGN member committees. The results of the
work resulted in a published volume, as a map with a glossary on
the back, which was distributed free to the local population, and a
presenttion of the project results at the Consulate General of the
Republic of Slovenia in Szentg:
the results of the project is a web application that allows users to
add the position of possibly unidentified field names onto p,ma
write down the name, and record his or her voice so that
dialectologists can later create a narrow phonetic transcription of
the name. Research on microtoponyms abroad is extremely
important because this type of name is threatened not only by the
moderrization of agriculture but also by assimilation processes.

In Slovenia, another type of geographical name is being studied
quite intensively: exonyms. A few years ago, we compiled a
dictionary that contains over 5,000 exonyms, each with over 30
attributes. This work in Slovenia was headed by Drago Kladnik.

The Government Commission for the Standardization of
Geographical Names is aware of the importance of geographical
names as cultural heritage. In cooperation with relevant
professional institutions, we therefore try to pay as much attention
as possible testudying, maintaining, and preserving Slovenian
geographical names and all geographical names in Slovenia.

Matjag Gergil and Primog Pipan
ZRC SAZU (The Research Centre of the Slovenian Academy of
Sciences and Arts), Anton Melik Geographical Institute

Email: matjaz.gersic@zrsazu.siprimoz.pipan@zresazu.si

Furlan, M. 2002Predslovanska substratna imena v

sl ovengl|lini. J&zikoslovni za

Gergil, M., Kumi n Horvat, M.
2024: Zemljepisna imena Slovenskega Porabja. Ljubljg

Kladnik, D., Ciglil, R., Hrvat
Volk, M. 2013: Slovenski ekonimi. Ljubljana.

Cover page of a collection of field names in the Raba Snoj, M. 2002: Adstrastni in superstratni vplivi na slovensko
+ffSed tK2G2Y al G2l ( imensko leksiko. Jezikoslovni zapiski23
Gi munovil, P. 2009: Uvod v| hrv
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