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M essage from the Chairperson 

 

 

  

Dear Colleagues, 
 

 

 take this opportunity to 
thank all those involved in 
the 11 United Nations 
Conference on the 

Standardization of 
Geographical Names and the 
30th UNGEGN, which I felt 
was a successful gathering. It 
was very pleasing to note the 
results of the survey of the 
delegates to this conference, 
which indicated that 96% indicated that the meeting met 
their expectations and over 85% advised that the conference 
was an overall success. 
 
Firstly, to Cecille and Vilma for the work of organising this 
event and all the efforts that went into it.  I know that they 
also had the UN-GGIM session immediately before, so their 
efforts on our behalf are greatly appreciated.  We could not 
hold the conferences without them.  I would also like to 
thank Mr Stefan Schweinfest and the UN Statistical Division 
for the ongoing support. 
 
Secondly, my thanks to those who took on the responsibilities 
of the conference, the president and vice president, 
rapporteurs, and those who took the similar roles for the 
technical committees, panel discussions, the workshops and 
those who participated in the exhibition.  A special thank you 
to those who presented the special presentations. 
 
Thirdly, my thanks to all who took the time to prepare and 
present the many papers we had for consideration.  As 
normal, we had a wide range of topics covered and I value 
the insights we can gain from this information. 
 
The great strength of UNGEGN has been the willingness of 
the delegates to be involved in all the aspects that I have 
mentioned above, and I trust that this will continue.  I do 
recognise that we have had a large group of valued 
individuals who indicated that this conference would be their 
last meeting, many of who have willingly held positions of 
responsibility over a number of years.  I would like to express 
my appreciation for each of their efforts and look forward to 
seeing others take on these roles and bring their own 
experience and insights into the various positions. 
 
Obviously, one of the main outcomes of the conference was 
the acceptance of the draft resolution regarding the future 

operational modalities of UNGEGN.  I am pleased to advice 
that this was presented to ECOSOC on 11 November 2017 
and adopted.  We can now move on to the next stage of this 
work, which is the development of the rules of procedure.  
This will again be a process, with an initial draft being 
prepared which will then be widely circulated for comment 
from all Member States (both delegated and missions), 
revised and recirculated until we get to a position of 
consensus then submitted to ECOSOC for approval.  Expect to 
see some information on this early in 2018 and please be 
prepared to add your thoughts to the process. 
 
It is with grave sadness that I note the passing of Julian 
Simpson Second Secretary of the Australian Mission.  We are 
very appreciative of the role he played in the consultations 
and negotiations to have the UNGEGN resolution prepared, 
agreed and approved.   On behalf of the Group of Experts I 
extend condolences to his family, friends and work 
colleagues. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing you all in 2019 for the first 
session of the new UNGEGN, but again must remind you that 
this will be my last meeting and will be looking for others who 
are willing to fill the role of Chair. 
 
 
Bill Watt 
Chair, UNGEGN 
Email: William.Watt@sa.gov.au  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 
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Message from the Secretariat 

 

 

 

 

Dear UNGEGN Experts, 
 

he 11th Conference 
and 30th Session are 
four months past, 
however it is 

important to place on record 
ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘΩǎ 
appreciation to the chair, 
bureau, working group/task 
team convenors, geographic 
and linguistic division 
members, Member State 
representatives, observers, 
special presenters, conference secretary and staff, translators 
and other United Nations support staff who contributed to 
the preparation and successful convening of 10 days of 
meetings from 7 to 18 August 2017 in New York.  I wish to 
also thank the 61 participants who completed the evaluation 
questionnaires.  We learnt that 33% of you found the 
UNGEGN Bulletin to be very useful and 53% useful. The 
Secretariat and the Working Group on Publicity and Funding 
strives to make the Bulletin informative, easy to read and an 
overall toponomy resource.  

 
The 11th Conference marks a significant milestone for the 
Group of Experts given the consensus based decision that 
was taken, which recommended changes to its operations.  
The Secretariat is pleased to announce that on Friday 10 
November 2017, ECOSOC, adopted the reports of the 11th 
Conference (E/CONF.105/165), the 30th Session UNGEGN 
(E/2017/80), and the resolution E/CONF.105/L.3 - άCǳǘǳǊŜ 
ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ¦bD9DbέΦ    ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
that UNGEGN will now have meetings every two years, over 5 
days.  9/h{h/Ωǎ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ 
light to proceed with the drafting of the Rules of Procedure 
and a new meeting agenda.  These are to be agreed on for 
presentation to ECOSOC in 2018, in preparation for the first 
meeting of the new UNGEGN in April 2019. 
 

In this issue of the Bulletin we continue with the 50th 
anniversary celebrations.  It highlights the geographical 
names standardization journey of a few Member States, 
focuses on women in UNGEGN - based on the poster in the 
exhibition, features a double spread of candid photographs of 
UNGEGN happenings, and an extract from the soon to be 
prepared booklet recognizing UNGEGN stalwarts. In addition, 
there are the usual divisional and working group reports and 
a few articles from Member States. 
 
Member States and national institutions responsible for 
geographical names are reminded to submit their information 
for the UNGEGN World Geographical Names Database. We 
also wish to remind our global experts and persons wishing to 
learn more about toponymy that they can pursue the online 
BSc level, web course at:  
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/docs/_data_IC
Acourses/index.html  
 
It is a 20-module program, subdivided in chapters, complete 
with self-study guides, exercises and resource documents. 
  
Your comments on this issue and contribution to forthcoming 
bulletins are welcomed. Please circulate the bulletin among 
your colleagues and we hope you enjoy reading. Remember 
to tweet your geographical names activities @UNSD_GEGN. 
 
 
 
Cecille Blake 
UNGEGN Secretariat 
Email: blake1@un.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

T 

http://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/docs/_data_ICAcourses/index.html
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

50 years   of UNGEGN and UNCSGN

UNGEGN: aims and structure 
 

he UNGEGN Bureau gave a presentation at the 11th 
UNCSGN on UNGEGN: where we are today, looking at 
the mandate and objectives of UNGEGN and the roles, 

structure and principal areas of work of the group.  This 
article provides a brief summary of that presentation.  
 
UNGEGN perhaps means different things to different people 
and there are very likely somewhat differing goals and 
ƳƻǘƛǾŜǎ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ 
information-sharing or advice-seeking; nevertheless, our 
participation indicates the collective desire to contribute to a 
global activity. 
 
Why do we feel this activity is so important?  Because we 
recognise that names are central in providing access to 
geospatial information, be it for communication, for real 
estate, for news platforms or for emergency operations.  We 
could of course refer to features with geographical 
coordinates, but this is not how humans typically operate.  
Geographical names are the primary tool to distinguish 
geospatial objects one from another, and they provide a 
sense of place. 
 
Recognising this importance, the UN paved the way for 
¦bD9DbΩǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ мфрфΦ  ¦bD9Db ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
group of consultants that considered the technical problems 
of domestic standardization of geographical names, the 
desire being to prepare draft recommendations for the 
procedures to be followed by individual countries to achieve 

standardization of their own names. 
 
This original goal is still at the heart of UNGEGN.  The specific 
aims have perhaps been augmented since that time, but the 
spirit remains the same.  UNGEGN promotes the recording of 
locally-used names reflecting the languages and traditions of 
a country, the goal being for every country to decide on its 
own nationally standardized names through the creation of 
national names authorities or recognized administrative 
processes.  With the wide dissemination of nationally 
standardized forms through gazetteers, atlases, web-based 
databases, toponymic guidelines, etc., UNGEGN can promote 
the use of these names internationally.   
 
¦bD9DbΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
aims can perhaps be captured as encompassing aspects of 
the technical, of training, of promotion, and of coordination:  
 

¶ Technical activities include developing procedures and 
establishing mechanisms for standardization in response 
to national requirements and particular requests; 

¶ Appropriate programmes also need to be developed and 
delivered to assist individual countries and groups of 
countries to achieve standardization where it is lacking; 

¶ For a complex and sometimes rather opaque field like 
toponymy, promotion activities are vital (and this is 
something that all the experts can and should get 
involved in!). 

¶ For a body as large as UNGEGN to function effectively, 

T 
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considerable coordination activities are also required and 
this naturally falls principally to the Secretariat, Bureau, 
WG Convenors and Division Chairs. 

 
!ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΚ  ¦bD9DbΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜŘ 
by a Bureau and a Secretariat, and we have a special task 
team for Africa, as well as a coordinator for toponymic 
guidelines, that is a publication to be issued by every country 
for the benefit of foreign editors, showing the intricacies of 
ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ƴŀƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ 
very broad reflecting the many facets of geographical names 
and there are topical working groups on: country names, on 
data files, training, terminology, romanization systems, 
pronunciation, exonyms, and on geographical names as 
cultural heritage. More organisational are the working groups 
on publicity and funding and on evaluation and 
implementation. 
 
As well as the topic-specific working groups, UNGEGN 
maintains groups of geographical/linguistic divisions to 
facilitate working.  There are currently 24 such divisions. 
 
Additionally, UNGEGN works closely with the other geospatial 
body within the UN Statistics Division: the UN-Global 

Geospatial Information Management Committee of Experts 
(UN-GGIM).  UNGEGN will continue to focus specifically on 
geographical names and the multitude of nuanced topics that 
that entails, and naturally it is very important that this work 
feeds into UN-GGIM.  The requirement for collaboration has 
been recognised by both groups in order to meet strategic 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦bΩǎ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5evelopment 
Goals. 
 
And at its most fundamental UNGEGN comprises experts 
from multiple fields: geographers, linguists, GIS specialists, 
cartographers and planners are among those specialists who 
develop the tools, harness the technology, provide the 
outreach, and share the belief that accurate and consistent 
use of a common framework of geographical names can offer 
considerable benefits to the world. 
 
 
Catherine Cheetham 
Head, Permanent Committee on Geographical Names 
United Kingdom 
Email: ccheetham@pcgn.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

UNCSGN Presidents 
 

 
  

Conference Location President 

Eleventh New York  

Tenth New York Botolv Helleland (Norway) 

Ninth New York Helen Kerfoot (Canada) 

Eighth Berlin Klaus-Henning Rosen (Germany) 

Seventh New York Peter Raper(South Africa) 

Sixth New York Abdelhadi Tazi (Morocco) 

Fifth Montréal Jean-Paul Drolet (Canada) 

Fourth Geneva Dirk Blok (Netherlands) 

Third Athens L. Mavridis (Greece) 

Second London H.A.G. Lewis (UK) 

First Geneva Meredith Burrill (USA) 

mailto:ccheetham@pcgn.org.uk
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UNGEGN Sessions Chairs 
 

Year UNGEGN  Location Chair 

2017 30th New York William Watt (Australia) 

2016 29th Bangkok 

2014 28th New York 

2012 27th New York Helen Kerfoot (Canada)/William Watt (Australia) 

2011 26th Vienna   
  

Helen Kerfoot (Canada) 
  
  

2009 25th Nairobi 

2007 24th New York 

2006 23rd Vienna 

2004 22nd New York 

2002 21st Berlin Peter Raper (South Africa)/Helen Kerfoot (Canada) 

2000 20th New York   
  
  

Peter Raper (South Africa) 
  
  

1998 19th New York 

1996 18th Geneva 

1994 17th New York 

1992 16th New York 

1991 15th Geneva 

1989 14th Geneva Henri Dorion (Canada) 

1987 13th Montréal Dirk Blok (Netherlands)/Henri Dorion (Canada) 

1986 12th Geneva   
Dirk Blok (Netherlands) 1984 11th Geneva 

1982 10th Geneva Josef Breu (Austria)/Dirk Blok (Netherlands) 

1981 9th New York   
Josef Breu (Austria) 1979 8th New York 

1977 7th Athens Meredith Burrill (USA)/Josef Breu (Austria) 

1975 6th New York   
  
  
  

Meredith Burrill (USA) 
  
  
  

1973 5th New York 

1972 4th London 

1971 3rd New York 

1970 2nd New York 

1967 1st New York 

1966 2nd Experts meeting New York 

1960 1st Experts meeting New York 
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50 Years of UNCSGN  

Honouring some of those who got us here 
 

he year 2017 not only marks the year of the 11th 
UNCSGN Conference, it also marks 50 years of United 
Nations Conferences on Standardization of 

Geographical names. This is no small achievement for an 
expert group like UNGEGN to survive this long and remain as 
relevant and true to the original objectives of the expert 
group.  As with all organizations, there are some who stand 
out for us all ς some who have made an extraordinarily large 
impact to UNGEGN and UNCSGN. This is a tribute to them 
from us today. Without them UNGEGN would not be what it 
is today and because of them.  Presented are a few of those 
giants we can now proudly perch on the shoulders of and 
look far into the future: 
 
Meredith Burrill (USA)   
UNGEGN Chair 1960ς1977/UNCSGN President 1967 

Meredith (Pete) F. Burrill 
was executive secretary 
of the United States 
Board on Geographic 
Names for more than 30 
years. Graduated as a 
PhD in Geography from 
Clark University, 
Worcester, Ma., Burrill 
came into contact with 
geographical names in 
1943, when he became 

Executive Secretary to the Board of Geographic Names under 
the Department of the Interior. Under his direction, a staff of 
175 experts in geography, linguistics, languages and map-
making identified and Romanized some two million Asian 
place names. After World War II, Burrill supervised a board of 
experts from nine Federal agencies charged with establishing 
standard names for all Federal maps and publications. Seeing 
the importance of common international standards from this 
work, he helped persuade the United Nations to establish 
UNGEGN, a task which was underscored with the 1st UNCSGN 
Conference held in Geneva in 1967. Even after he retired 
from United States Board on Geographic Names in 1973, he 
continued to represent the United States at the United 
Nations. 
 
 Michael Smart, Canada, and Meredith Burrill, Athens 1977 
 
 
 

Josef Breu · 1914ς1998 · Austria)  
UNGEGN Chair 1977ς1982 

In 1969, Josef Breu 
initiated the foundation 
of the Austrian Board on 
Geographical Names 
(Arbeitsgemeinschaft für 
Kartographische 
Ortsnamenkunde, AKO) 
which functions as a 
clearinghouse for the 
main Austrian federal 
and provincial 
authorities and 

institutions of science and research as well as of private 
publishers concerned with geographical names. Breu held the 
chair until 1982. In 1975, he published The Gazetteer of 
Austria, edited in accordance with the recommendations of 
the United Nations. From 1976 until 1982 he held the chair of 
the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names, which 
promotes and coordinates the standardization of toponyms 
in the German-speaking countries. In 1977, Josef Breu was 
elected Chair of UNGEGN, where he had been active for 
several years, having, among other things, a leading role in 
ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ¦bD9DbΩǎ ¢ƻǇƻƴȅƳƛŎ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΦ 
 
Dirk Pieter Blok · Netherlands  
UNGEGN Chair 1982ς1987/UNCSGN President 1982 

Dirk Pieter (Dick) Blok 
received his PhD in 
Medieval History from 
Utrecht University in 
1960, and became 
director of the Meertens 
institute (for Research 
and documentation of 
Dutch language and 
culture) of the Royal 
Netherlands Academy of 
Arts and Sciences 1965ς
1984, and from 1980 
Professor in settlement 

history and toponymy at Amsterdam University. From 1962ς
1973 he was secretary of the commission appointed to 
standardize Dutch geographical names, and this involvement 
with geographical names led to his delegation by the 
Netherlands to the first UNCSGN. At home Blok chaired both 
the Place Name Commission of the Royal Netherlands 
Academy of Sciences and the Commission on Foreign 

T 
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Geographical Names of the Dutch Language Union for an 
extended number of years. 
 
Blok was active in the first 5 UNCSGN Conferences and all 
UNGEGN Sessions in-between ς the fifth conference in 
Montreal in 1987, was the first one where he was without a 
function, allowing him to play the role of elder statesman, 
advising on current issues and how to go about in reaching 
goals. 
 
Henri Dorion · Canada  
UNGEGN Chair 1987ς1991 

Henri  Dorion has 
had a varied 
career and was 
widely respected 
as a geographer, a 
university 
professor, 
President of the 
Commission de 
Toponymie du 
Québec, Chair of 
the Canadian 

names board, Director of Research for the Musée de la 
Civilisation du Québec, and representative of the Québec 
government overseas.  Also, Henri is an accomplished 
linguist, and participated in the activities of UNGEGN over a 
number of years.  He was convenor of the Working Group on 
Training Courses in Toponymy in the late 1980s to be 
UNGEGN Chair 1987ς1991, promoted the work of the Group.  
In recent years he has been involved with creating an 
inventory of French exonyms around the world, as well as 
online toponymy training in French.   
Henri Dorion and Helen Kerfoot, Austria, 2010 
 
Jean-Paul Drolet · Canada  
UNCSGN President 1987 

Jean-Paul Drolet was Assistant 
Deputy Minister in the 
Government of Canada and 
long-time Chair of the 
Canadian Permanent 
Committee on Geographical 
Names, 1964ς1988.  He was a 
mining engineer by training 
and his early career was with 
mineral prospecting 
companies in Quebec.  Yet, 
Jean-Paul became a staunch 

ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ¦b/{Db ŀƴŘ ¦bD9DbΣ 
attending several conferences himself as head of the 
Canadian delegation (from 1967 through the 1980s). He was 
responsible for Canada hostingthe Fifth UN Conference at the 
International Civil Aviation Organization headquarters in 

Montréal in 1987, and was elected President of the 
Conference. 
 
Helen Kerfoot · Canada   
UNGEGN Chair 2002ς2012/UNCSGN President 2007 

Helen Kerfoot worked as a 
researcher with the 
Geological Survey of Canada 
and as a secondary school 
teacher before joining the 
Secretariat of the Canadian 
Permanent Committee on 
Geographical Names in 
1976.  She became Executive 
Secretary of the Committee 
in 1987.  Since then she has 
participated in six UN 
Conferences and all 
UNGEGN Sessions.  Helen 

was elected Vice-Chair of UNGEGN in 1991, Chair from 2002ς
2012, and President of the 9th UNCSGN Conference.  During 
these years she participated actively in delivering toponymy 
training courses, directed the publication of a number of 
Ƴŀƴǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ¦bD9DbΩǎ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǳǊǎΣ 
worked to establish the UNGEGN web site, and supported the 
activities of various divisions and working groups, including 
particular interaction with the Task Team for Africa.  
 
William Watt · Australia  
UNGEGN Chair 2012ς 

William (Bill) Watt has an 
excellent career relating to 
geographical names at a 
national as well as 
internationally. He has devoted 
much of his life and work in 
advancing the standardization 
of geographical names at 
national, divisional and global 
levels. In an UNGEGN 
perspecitive, Watt presented 
his first papers at the 5th 
UNCSGN Conference in 
Montreal in 1987 and has 

continuously attended the UNGEGN Sessions and UNCSGN 
Conferences since 2002, where he has acted as Convenor of 
the Working Group on the Promotion of Indigenous, Minority 
and Regional Groups since its creation until 2002 and 
UNGEGN Rapporteur 2007ς2012. And since 2012, he has 
been chair of UNGEGN and run the Sessions expertly and 
established a clearer management of the organization. 
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¦bD9DbΩǎ Ǉublications and communications over the last 50 years

 
mong the responsibilities of UNGEGN is the 
promotion and dissemination of the work of the 
Conferences and of Member States.  Over the past 50 
years this has taken many forms, as communication 

has changed from letters sent by post, to fax, to email, 
Internet and social media.  Importantly we have embraced 
these developments, yet at the same time built on the work 
of those who participated in UNGEGN activities before us. 
 
Many publications have been produced over the years, for 
example: 
 
1. With regards to terminology, 

seen early as significant for 
common understanding, a 
working group set up in 1971< 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¦bΩǎ ǎƛȄ-
language Terminology No. 330 
in 1984, followed by an 
enlarged volume Glossary of 
terms for the standardization 
of geographical names in 
нллнΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ¦bD9DbΩǎ ǘŀǎƪǎ 
are to expand the terms 
defined and to build the database that has already been 
initiated. 

 
2. Each of the 30 
UNGEGN sessions (plus two 
earlier meetings) and 11 
conferences reports have 
been published.  The first 
seven conferences had a 
άǾƻƭǳƳŜ LLέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ 
papers presented; 
subsequently these are 
included on the UNGEGN 
website.  Two Excel files list 
all the documents and a very 

useful reference collection of some 4000 documents from 
the sessions and conferences can be accessed with free 
download from the website: 
https://unstats.un.org/unsd/geoinfo/UNGEGN/. 

 
3. From the 11 conferences, 211 resolutions have been 

adopted. Since 1987, these have been grouped by subject 
category and are available as compendiums in various 
languages, as well as more recently in the form of online 
databases. 

 

4. Instructional volumes first took the form of articles in the 
¦bΩǎ World Cartography: technical studies in 1986, 
followed by a manual on organization and functions of a 
national names standardization programme in 1990.  
Subsequently UNGEGN has produced three manuals: 2006 
on national standardization; 2007 on technical issues of 
romanization and character sets; 2017 on toponymy 
training. 

 
5. Promotional materials to make our work better known to 

scientific and standards organizations, management, and 
the general public have recently included two brochures 
(2001 and 2007), a media kit with 10 themed pages 
(2012), promotional postcards and bookmarks, and a 50th 
lapel pin and posters. 
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¢ƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΣ ŀƴ ¦bD9Db /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ 
newsletter was distributed in the early 1980s.  At the Fifth 
Conference in 1987, resolution V/24 saw the establishment of 
an UNGEGN Newsletter, to become the UNGEGN 
Information Bulletin in 2003.  We have seen changes and 
upgrades to layout and content and are now in the 53rd issue 
of this twice-yearly publication, orchestrated by the 
Secretariat.   
 
 

 
With the creation of the UNGEGN website in 2002, we have 
an increasingly useful focal point and primary source of 
information for all aspects of geographical names 
standardization.  The website allowed the initiation of the 
UNGEGN World Geographical Names Database in 2004.  This 
ongoing project makes standardized names data available to 
the public through the multi-scriptual, multilingual database 

of countries, capitals, and cities with a population of over 
100,000, together with audio files for pronunciation.  Some 
6000 records are currently available using 51 romanization 
systems.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In addition, working groups, divisions and countries have 
published extensive geographical names materials in print, 
CD-ROM, as TV series, etc. on toponymic guidelines (initiated 
in 1979), exonyms, educational issues, and seminars, covering 
many useful items on policies, names history, and heritage 
 
 
Helen Kerfoot 
Honorary Chair, UNGEGN 
Email:  hkerfoot@rogers.com 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The participation of women in UNGEGN and UNCSGN activities 
 

n the early days of geographical names standardization at 
the United Nations the participation of women was 
minimal, with three women (from the Federal Republic of 

Germany, USSR, and Uruguay) attending the First United 
Nations Conference on the Standardization of Geographical 
Names in 1967.  Gradually over the years both the number 
and the percentage of women participants has increased.  At 
the most recent 11th Conference in August 2017, there were 
80 women, but still they constituted less than 30% of the 
delegates.  Most, if not all, areas of the world now include 
women within their delegations to the United Nations names 
meetings ς some being diplomats, managers, and technicians. 
 

Today women undertake leadership roles in the UNGEGN 
Bureau, as Division Chairs and as Working Group Convenors ς 
but this has not always been the case!   
 

Not until the Fourth Conference in 1982 did women 
first participate in leadership roles at the conferences:  
starting with editorial work (Sandra Shaw, USA:  Eeva 
Maria Närhi, Finland; Erica Shipley, UK), then Head of 
a delegation in1987 (Sandra Shaw, USA), and 
continuing on to be Rapporteurs, Editor-in-chief, Chair 
of a Technical Committee at the Sixth Conference in 
1992 (Ann-Christin Mattissson, Sweden), Vice-
president of the Seventh Conference in 1998 (Sylvie  
 
 

I 

mailto:hkerfoot@rogers.com
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Lejeune, France) and President of the Ninth 
Conference in 2007 (Helen Kerfoot, Canada).   
 
Within UNGEGN, some of the firsts for women were 
1991 Vice-Chair (Helen Kerfoot), 1998 Convenor of a 
Working Group (Sylvie Lejeune), and 2002 UNGEGN 
Chair (Helen Kerfoot).   

 
More women are taking positions of responsibility in 
UNGEGN and at the Conferences.  For example, six women 
had organizational roles at the Tenth Conference in 2012.  
Today, UNGEGN has a woman as Vice-Chair (Naima Friha, 
Tunisia), has three women involved with convening Working 
Groups (Élisabeth Calvarin, France; Catherine Cheetham, UK; 
Annette Torensjö, Sweden), and seven women chairing 
Divisions. 
 
Clearly the number of women participants has increased over 
the past 50 years, and the responsibilities they are 
undertaking in the organization and leadership of UNGEGN is 
ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ 
promoting gender equality and empowerment of women in 
the geographical names field! 
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2012, 11th UN Conference, New York 

2002, 8th UN Conference, Berlin 

 

1998, 7th UN Conference, New York 

 

1994 UNGEGN, New York 

 

2002 Toponymy training, Enschede 

 

1994 UNGEGN, New York 

 



 

 
UNGEGN Information Bulletin No. 53  ¶  November 2017  ¶     Page 14 

 

!Ǌŀō 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƻƴ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ bŀƳŜǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ рлǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎ DǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 9ȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƻƴ 

DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ bŀƳŜǎ ό¦bD9Dbύ 
 

he Arab Division of Experts on Geographical Names 
(ADEGN) is composed of Arab Experts in Geographical 
Names representing their countries, to set up, unify and 

process names of places and landmarks in all Arab countries. 
This Division is a member of the Council of Arab Economic 
Unity, affiliated to the League of Arab Countries; also 
(ADEGN) is a member of the United Nations Group of Experts 
on Geographical Names a subsidiary body of the United 
Nations  Economic and Social Council. 
 
Aims: 
 
1. Lay down basics and rules required to set up and unify 

using Arab geographical names on the national, regional 
and international levels, solving all linguistic and audio 
problems. 

2. Exchange of scientific and technical experiences that 
assist all member states to find their ways towards 
issuing their own geographical gazetteers and the Unified 
Arab Geographical Gazetteer. 

3. Lay down common cooperation mechanisms among Arab 
organizations that deal with geographical names in 
general and the mapping industry, specifically with their 
counterparts of regional and international organizations. 

4. Highlight the great economic, social, cultural, historical 
and religious benefits of gathering, setting up, preserving 
and unifying geographical names. 

 
ADEGN is composed of a General Board that represents all 
members of Arab Countries: 
 
The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, United Arab Emirates, 
Kingdom of Bahrain, Republic of Tunisia, People's Democratic 
Republic of Algeria, Republic of Djibouti, Saudi Arabia, the 
Republic of Sudan, Arab Republic of Syria, Federal Republic of 
Somalia, Republic of Iraq, Oman Sultanate, Palestine, Qatar, 
Republic of Comoros, State of Kuwait, Republic of Lebanon, 

Libya, Republic of Egypt, Kingdom of Morocco, Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania, and the Republic of Yemen. 
 
Administrative Board of ADEGN: 
 
The Administrative Board consists of Chair, Co-Chairs, 
Rapporteur and Editor which are elected by the General 
Board for 4 years, renewable for one year. The Chair of 
ADEGN is responsible for activating its role in the Arab and 
international forums, getting help by all available means in 
the member countries, representing the ADEGN in the 
UNGEGN, and heading the conferences held during his 
presidency. In case of the vacancy of the Chair position for 
any reason, the first Co-Chair becomes the deputy of the 
Chair. 
 
 Members of the Administrative Board are as follows: 
 

¶ Chair:  
o Dr. Eng. Awni Moh'd 

Khasawneh (Jordan) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ Co- Chairs: 
o Abdullah Ben Naser Al Wlaiai 

(Saudi Arabia) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

o Naemah Fraiha (Tunisia) 
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